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Holiday Miracle: Amalia Woman
Receives Liver Transplant
BY LOU MCCALL

Berlinda Rivera of Amalia is the
third member of her family who, due
to hereditary conditions, has received a
liver transplant. Her first cousin, Roger
Torres from Amalia (currently residing in
Denver) got his new liver about six years
ago. Berlinda’s sister, Gloria Segura, also of
Amalia, underwent the transplant close to
a year ago. Both are doing well, thanks to
the miracle of modern medicine.
Over the past summer, Berlinda
started feeling weak and tired and became
jaundiced. Because of her cousin’s and
sister’s symptoms, both Berlinda and her
husband, Steve, knew they needed to act
fast. They arranged to see the liver specialists at the University of Colorado Hospital
in Denver. This hospital is considered the
best transplant facility with the best staff
in the region.
It was established early on that Berlinda was a candidate for a liver transplant.
She and Steve began traveling to Denver
once a month for tests and bloodwork,
while her liver continued to deteriorate.
On November 16, the couple was returning home from a routine appointment at
the Denver hospital. When they were just
north of Pueblo, they got a call from the
hospital. Berlinda’s blood work had just
been tested and her red blood count was at
a dangerous level. The couple was advised
to turn around immediately and go directly
to the hospital. After months of illness,
Berlinda was by then very yellow and very
sick. While she was already on the list to
receive a liver, her name was now moved to
the top of that list.
That afternoon, a miracle happened;
the Lord works in mysterious ways. A
young woman in California, an organ donor, died unexpectedly. The details of her
passing were not disclosed. After getting
preliminary information, one of the Denver doctors flew to California, performed
tests on the liver, and rushed back with the
refrigerated organ. What was particularly
frightening about Berlinda’s condition
was that she had a rare B blood type. The
new liver from the deceased donor was
a match! Berlinda went into surgery at
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A nursing staff member walks with Berlinda Rivera of Amalia after her liver transplant in November 2021.
The University of Denver Hospital has a bell that patients ring when they get to check out of the hospital:
here Berlinda is on her way to ring that bell!

midnight. The team of ten completed the
transplant by 6:30 am.
Berlinda celebrated her 61st birthday
on December 12, the day after checking
out of the hospital. Unfortunately, she had
to return to the hospital when her red
blood count went down. After receiving a
blood transfusion, she was stabilized, got
better, and was able to leave the hospital.
After over a month, Berlinda transitioned
to the hotel where her husband Steve had
been staying near the hospital. She was still
under observation and went to the hospital
twice a week to have tests done and see the
doctor. Her doctors report that they are
surprised at how well she is doing. Berlinda continues to improve and is getting
stronger. By mid-December she was on a
restricted diet, eating mostly soups, broth,
fruit, and cereal; no heavy foods. Oddly,
almost everything she ate tasted salty to
her, even if it had no salt in it.
After her sister Gloria had her trans-
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Steve and Berlinda Rivera of Amalia

plant, she transitioned from seeing the
doctor with decreasing frequency—twice
a week, then once a week, then once every
two weeks, and then once a month. Gloria
is now checking in with her doctor every
six months and Berlinda expects that she
HOLIDAY MIRACLE cont’d on page 3
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IT'S A NEW YEAR

May Dreams Come True In 2022!
Thank you to everyone who joined
our fabulous December Fun-Raiser! One
thing we learned about staying afloat in
the local news business is that money is
the secret sauce. Our goal was $10K and
the checks postmarked in December are
still rolling in. If we haven’t met our goal,
we are close.
Next month, The Questa Del Rio News
turns four, woo hoo! We grow and evolve
by finding ways to be more relevant to
you, our readers. Thanks to local writers, we often have too many wonderful
articles for our humble 32 pages. Please
look on our website QuestaNews.com for
“Online Only” to find stories and photos
that aren’t in our print edition.
Of all we did in 2021, we are most
proud of our website, launched in August.
We owe our full initiation into the digital
age to generous grants from the LOR
Foundation and the New Mexico Local
News Fund. Groups like these help small
towns survive and thrive, which is not
possible without local newsrooms. The
vitality of small communities depends
on trustworthy independent media.
Local news is researched and proven
to be essential for healthy, successful
communities.
With the 20th-century exodus to
urban centers and with it a way of life that
made this country great, the health of our
society spiraled downward. Life expectancy in the US is declining from previous generations, even though American
spending on health care exceeds that of
other wealthy nations. One reason people
are leaving cities and returning to places
like Questa is that life in the slow lane has
its benefits.
Individuals can make a difference in
a small town. Love of place gives both
youth and adults healthy doses of self-esteem, optimism, and sense of purpose.
We need to feel like we belong and have
something to offer. The pandemic taught
us that we need connection, be it spiritual, to others, or to nature. The COVID-19
years are seeing record numbers of people

quitting unfulfilling jobs to pursue more
meaningful work.
The 1900s were stacked in favor
of big business, urban growth, and a
system that left rural America behind, a
trend that continues. With international
corporations exporting jobs overseas, the
US imports far too many products from
countries like China. Consumers and
policymakers should understand the connection between our ports being clogged
with Chinese goods, the weakening of
the US dollar, an unmanageable waste
system, and empty shelves. Buying cheap,
plastic stuff does not bolster our local
economy, except to bring gross-receipts
tax. Giant corporations and the wealthy
should pay equitable portions of taxes to
take the burden off average consumers.
Think globally, act locally. We can
help solve big problems like these right
here at home. Support your local paper
and read it every month, shop in Questa
and Taos County and build a flourishing
microcosm. Questa Farmers Market,
Repurposing Plastic Project, Northern
New Mexico Artists, and a growing recreation and tourism economy celebrate
our scenic beauty, encourage entrepreneurship, and grow local agriculture
(pun intended).
Speaking of growing local, this month
we proudly offer our first advertorial insert, Cultivating Tomorrow: Conversations
with New Mexico Agricultural Changemakers. A project of Roots & Wings
Community School in Lama, mid-school
students share the fruits of their fall
semester. Why is this paper so fat? Look
in the center for eight pages about the
changing face of agriculture in our area.
We have plans for 2022 and we hope
you do, too. Please set a resolution, goal,
or intention to make life more joyful and
purposeful for yourself, our community,
and our humble planet.
!Salud!
Lou and the Crew,
Questa Del Rio News
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What are you
grateful
for?
B Y M A RTA G L O V E R
I recently had the pleasure of attending the annual Christmas market
in Questa, Alumbra, the celebration
of giving off illumination and light. It
was a fun event to interview people,
with a variety of vendors and community members sharing holiday
cheer. What an amazing year we have
all had in so many challenging and
rewarding ways.
The last questions for 2021 were:
Is there anything you are grateful for
that happened in 2021 that you will
carry through into 2022? Do you have
a New Year’s resolution that you want
to participate in through either body,
mind, or soul that you will be grateful
for in 2022?
Jennifer Blake
(artist vendor)
In 2022, I would like to focus on my
art and create art that I like to create.
I am grateful to the Questa and Taos
communities for supporting artists
and people like myself so I can make

a living creating art that I love to
make and enjoy. I want to do more
stuff that is good for me mentally
and take more time outside and
work my life around these things. Be
with my doggie.
Jeff Allred
(woodworking artist vendor)
I am grateful for everything out here.
The land we just purchased we moved
onto two days ago. We are excited
about our new home. I started a
firewood business in 2021 and I am
grateful for the success of it and will
keep that rolling in the next year.
Elisabeth Roberts
(artist/painter vendor)
I don't want to take anything from last
year to next year. Thank you for my
job in the village of Questa. I recently
returned a year ago and am happy and
grateful to be back. I love my job with
no commute. I am here for the long
haul. In 2022 I want to care for myself
better by eating better and caring for
myself and family.
Yvonne Garcia
(community member)
I am retiring from Red River after 10
years! I am looking forward to being
flexible and to do my favorite things.
Re-purposing. Free bird not to have
to work a 40-hour week. I am very
grateful for that. That’s my story and I
am sticking to it!

Dear Governor of the Great State of
New Mexico,
With all my heart, I believe that the
date January 6 should not be publicized
for any reason other than it is our state’s
birthday. As a simple school marm I
have given my best effort to this end:
educating my students about the art,
history, and folklore of our great state.
My students and I will celebrate this
day with a New Mexico symbol cake

V

ILLAGE

OICE

VILLAGE VOICE
2022 MUNICIPAL OFFICER
ELECTION IS MARCH 1, 2022
The Village of Questa will hold a
Municipal Officer Election on Tuesday,
March 1, 2022, for the purpose of electing the following:
Mayor
Position 1
Position 2

HOLIDAY MIRACLE cont’d from page 1

will follow the same protocol.
Over the last few months since the
surgery, Berlinda has lost her appetite
(and about 20 lbs.), which is not out of
the normal range of reactions to a liver
transplant. The family is aware of the
stigma that liver disease carries with it;
most people believe that all liver disease
is caused by excessive drinking, which
is certainly not the case. Berlinda and

Questa Del Rio News
We are an editorially independent local news source published by the Questa
Economic Development Fund, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that works
in the public interest to advance a diversified sustainable local economy.

OUR JOURNALISTIC ETHICS POLICY
The Society of Professional Journalists declares four principles as the
foundation of ethical journalism and encourages their use in its practice by all
people in all media. We have adopted these principles as our own:
•
•
•
•

Seek Truth and Report It.
Minimize Harm.
Act Independently.
Be Accountable and Transparent.

her sister and cousin were not drinkers.
Steve said that Berlinda might have a
beer for a special occasion, but those
occasions were few and far between.
Berlinda is in good spirits and
is looking healthy. She is an active
member of Living Word Ministries in
Questa and sings and plays guitar and
piano there, so she’s looking forward to
resuming her music ministry. Berlinda
and her family thank the community
for all their prayers and support.

EDITORIAL INDEPENDENCE AND DONOR
TRANSPARENCY POLICIES
The Questa Del Rio News retains full authority over editorial content to
protect our best journalistic and business interests.
• We accept gifts, grants and sponsorships from individuals and organizations
to support our paper. Our editorial decisions are not made based on donor
support.
• We give no right of review or influence of editorial content.
• We are committed to transparency in every aspect of funding our
organization.
• Accepting financial support does not mean we endorse donors or their
products, services, or opinions.

Four Year Term
One Councilor At Large
Four-Year Term
One Councilor At Large
Four-Year Term

Are you interested in running for
office? Any registered elector of the
Village of Questa may file their Declaration of Candidacy on Tuesday, January
4, 2022, at the Municipal Clerk's Office
from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. This is the only
day to file as a candidate and be included
on the ballot.
For more information please contact
Renee Martinez, Village Clerk; rmartinez@villageofquesta.org; (575) 586-0694.

• We accept gifts and grants from individuals, organizations, and foundations
to help with general operations, coverage of special projects and specific
topics and maintain editorial control of that coverage. Our editorial
judgments are made independently – not based on or influenced by
donors. We do not give supporters the rights to assign, review, or edit
content.
• We make public all donors who give $5,000 or more per year.
• We do not accept donations from anonymous sources, government entities,
political parties, elected officials, or candidates actively seeking public
office. We do not accept donations from sources who, deemed by our board
of directors, present a conflict of interest with our work, or compromise our
independence.

decorating, singing our two beautiful
state songs, and multiple other activities
that will carry on the entire month. My
deepest wish and hope is that local news
media will give laudable aim on this
date, January 6, the story of New Mexico
as a State in our United States. Thank
you for your kind attention.
Sincerely,
Jaynelle Trujillo Questa, NM
Thank you, Jaynelle, for reminding us
that January 6 is the birthday of the Great
State of New Mexico, USA! It gives us
hope that we have teachers like you in our
schools; keep up the good work.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given by the Village
of Questa of a PUBLIC HEARING to be
held at the Regular Council Meeting of
the Village of Questa Council, Tuesday, January 11, 2021, at 6:00 pm in the
Council Chambers located at 2500 Old
State Road 3, Questa, New Mexico for a
revision of Ordinance 2021-147, titled
as follows: AN ORDINANCE RELATED TO CANNABIS REGULATIONS
WITHIN THE MUNICIPAL LIMITS
OF QUESTA, NEW MEXICO. These
revisions will be considered for discussion and action. A copy of the proposed
revised ordinance will be available for inspection during regular business hours at
the office of the Municipal Clerk, Village
of Questa Administrative Office, Questa,
NM.—Renee Martinez, Municipal Clerk.

THANK YOU TO
OUR MAJOR
DONORS
& SUPPORTERS
QUESTA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUND
THE LOR FOUNDATION AND
THE NEW MEXICO LOCAL NEWS FUND
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About QEDF, and Goals for 2022
QEDF Board of Directors
(At least three Trustees shall be
residents of the Questa community)
By LYNN SKALL, DIRECTOR
The Questa Economic Development
Fund has set its goals for the new year
to further drive economic development
in the Questa area. Are you aware of the
purpose of the QEDF and what it does?
Do you know who the community representatives are, behind the scenes, making
decisions? In 2022, there will be many
opportunities for community participation—that’s you!—to help QEDF shape
its actions, accomplish its goals, and help
grow economic development in Questa.
Purpose of the QEDF: Chevron created the QEDF in 2008 prior to the mine
closing; it was established in partnership
by the Village of Questa and Chevron.
QEDF is a 501(c)(3) private operating
foundation that has been supported by
annual funding from Chevron. The QEDF
Trust document that established the
organization states that its mission is “to
support the transition of Questa and the
surrounding community to a diversified,
sustainable post-mining economy.” How
that happens:
1. Support and bring new economic
development opportunities to Questa
2. Promote new businesses, job growth,
new investment
3. Increase tourism opportunities
4. Improve facilities within
the Village to help attract
economic development
5. Support economic diversity
consistent with Questa’s history
and heritage
The funding: Chevron has provided $320,000 in annual funding to the
QEDF for economic development each
year since its establishment in 2008.
Of that amount, $120,000 is invested
in a charitable endowment that can be
accessed after Chevron has completed
its major remediation and reclamation
activities related to the former Questa
Mine. $200,00 is immediately available
for economic development projects.
Additionally, in 2014 when the
mine was closed, Chevron provided $1
million to the endowment and $500,000

• Chairman, Malaquias Rael, Jr.
• Mayor of Questa, Treasurer/Secretary,
Mark Gallegos
• Village Council Representative,
Brent Jaramillo
• Legal Counsel, Marcus Rael, Jr.
• At-Large Trustee, Louis Herrera

Non-Voting Participants:
• Chevron Observer/Advisor,
Christian Isely
• Trust Protector, Michael Gaillour
• QEDF Director, Lynn Skall
• Community Guests

for economic planning, including for
the Questa Economic Development
Plan. Since that time, Chevron provided
$500,000 for the Questa Business Park
and $100,000 for the Questa Lodging Projects (both QEDF supported
projects) in addition to supplemental
funding for tourism and agriculture promotion.
QEDF leadership: QEDF is governed
by an appointed, unpaid board of directors
made up of five voting members, plus a
non-voting Chevron representative and
board trustee. The director, Lynn Skall, is
a paid contractor and non-voting participant who oversees the day-to-day operations of the QEDF. The Board of Directors
meets once a month to review financials
and projects of the QEDF.
2022 QEDF Goals: In late October 2021, the board of directors, along
with representatives from the Village of
Questa, held a full-day planning retreat
to map out strategic priorities for the
next 12 to 24 months for the Questa
community. The day was facilitated by
Louis Jeantete, CEO of Turquoise Door
Consulting of Taos, who did an exceptional job keeping the group on task
and accomplishing all objectives set out
for the day.

QEDF GOALS 2022 cont’d on pg 6
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Fresh Photos with Fresh Faces
to Promote Questa
By LYNN SKALL, DIRECTOR,
QUESTA ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT FUND
A full day of promotional photos
were taken in late October to add
fresh imagery to the collection of
photographs of our beautiful Questa
area. The photo shoot was part of New
Mexico Tourism Department’s “New
Mexico True” advertising cooperative
campaign, which Questa is now part
of, thanks to the joint efforts of the
Questa Economic Development Fund,
the Village of Questa, and Chevron.
Adventure sports photographer
Michael Clark of Santa Fe (https://
www.michaelclarkphoto.com/) took
hundreds of photos of camping activities, hiking, fishing, and rock climbing,
which were then culled to 30 images—
not an easy job!
These quality photos (see a sam-

pling below) will be used to promote
Questa on the Visit Questa and New
Mexico True websites, as well as their
Facebook and Instagram pages. They
will also appear in half-page ads scheduled for this spring in New Mexico
Magazine (April, May, and June),
Albuquerque The Magazine (April),
Texas Monthly (April), and Denver’s
5280 Magazine (April, May, and June).
The ads will direct readers to the new
www.VisitQuesta.com website, where
they will find information to plan their
visits and all of the activities they can
enjoy during their Questa stay.
People who volunteered to be a part
of the photo shoot (and may become
famous!) include locals Dina and Kam
Coleman, Chris and Josh Michael, and
Larissa Passino; Taosenos Jay Foley
and Sheila Miller of Mountain Skills
Rock Guides of Taos; QEDF Director Lynn Skall; and Trout Unlimited
representative Toner Mitchell. Get
autographs while you can!

Left: Sheila Miller of Mountain Skills Rock
Guide ascending the “roadside distraction”
climb.
Below: Soon-to-be local celebrities Kam
and Dina Coleman at the campfire.
Photos by Michael Clark

More photos online @
QuestaNews.com
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GEORGE WEISS,
FIVE STAR CABINETS
By LOU MCCALL
George Weiss, of Five Star Cabinets,
has been making fine wooden cabinets
and furniture in Questa for decades. He
first came to Taos in 1970 from New
York, and moved to Questa the following year. Three years later, he left New
Mexico to live in San Francisco, where
he learned all aspects of remodeling. He
returned to Questa ten years later, in
1985, to launch his own business—Five
Star Remodeling. George thought that
(remodeling) was the direction his career path would take. But over the years,
he has dropped remodeling from his
business name, to concentrate mostly on
cabinets and furniture.
Early on, George started working
alongside Roberto Vigil of Lama, a
skilled furniture maker and woodcarver
who became George’s mentor. George
laughs when he tells the story about him
and Roberto loading up the truck with
samples of their cabinets and driving
around to job sites soliciting work. They
got busy and stayed busy. Area contractors still call George for custom cabinets,
staircases, and furniture.
George also credits the late Malaquias
Rael, Sr. a very talented woodworker,

for teaching him more about the trade.
When Mr. Rael retired from Questa
Lumber and Hardware, he was able to
spend more time doing woodwork with
his brother, Eugenio Rael, a contractor.
Together the brothers taught carpentry
and woodworking skills to returning
GIs, a very valuable service. And George
learned alot from them.
Jay’s Unique Thrift Shop was once
George’s first wood shop in Questa.
He then moved to his current location,
the small building in front of Questa
Center Supermarket, and has been there
for 30 years.
One day Daniel Clothier, who had
just moved to Questa from Wyoming,
saw the Supermarket sign outside
George’s shop and came in looking for
groceries. As it turned out, he needed
cabinets for his new house, too, and to
this day George and Daniel are the best
of friends. Ruth and Daniel Clothier
said, “Our kitchen was a disaster when
we moved into our home. We had to
remove the cabinetry (and floors), and
when we were ready for cabinets, George
came out and custom-designed ours. He
installed them very quickly, and we were
entertained by George and his helper at
the time—two funny (and very efficient) guys. We still enjoy our cabinets
after 17 years, and would not hesitate to
recommend his work, the quality of the
cabinets, and his sense of professionalism (and humor).”
Vicki Duncan, another satisfied customer, says, “George is beyond talented—his skills and creativity are amazing!
On top of all that, he is a truly good

Photo by Lou McCall

George Weiss and Gerald Henderson of Five Star Cabinets in Questa.

person. The kitchen cabinets he built for
us are beautiful, functional, and obviously built with love.”
George’s handiwork can be found
throughout our region, including Taos,
Santa Fe, Los Alamos, Colorado, and
of course, the Questa area. Now about
90 percent of George’s work is kitchen,
bathroom, and office cabinets, while the
rest is furniture.
Over the years, quite a few people
from the Questa area have worked for
George and he is still friends with all
of his ex-employees (even those he
fired!). Several now have shops of their
own. It makes him feel good that some
are working professionally or building
things for their family and friends.
Gerald Henderson of Costilla has
been working with George since he was

17. He came to Five Star in his final year
at Questa High School as a work-study
student. George describes Gerald as “the
whole package:” smart with a wonderful
work ethic, artistic, honest, with good
communication and people skills. As
well, George appreciates that Gerald
is a strategic thinker when it comes to
planning projects. Gerald has spent
nearly half his life working with George:
he turns 34 in April and is a fine wood
craftsman in his own right.
Do you need custom cabinets? You
can find them, right here in Questa. Call
George Weiss of Five Star at (505) 2046527; weissguy@newmex.com. You can
stop by the shop at 2381 Highway 522 in
Questa, right under the Questa Center
Supermarket sign. Tell him the Questa
Del Rio News sent you!

Cannabis at Top of Agenda for Questa Business
By DYLAN R.N. CRABB
At the Questa Village Council meeting
on Tuesday, December 14, in which the
Council had a full quorum, two cannabis
companies sought approval to open facilities in Questa. First on the agenda was La
Casa Cannabis, a Colorado company, interested in purchasing property in Questa
to expand its cultivation operation. Because the property is next to Living Word
Ministries, La Casa is requesting a zoning
variance because the state requires that
cannabis businesses be further than 300
feet from a church or school.
A member of Living Word Ministries,
Jose Martinez, spoke out against the
San Luis company’s proposal during the
public comments section, citing social
issues with New Mexican youth and
drug addiction. “We know Questa has a

drug problem. Where we stand, we don't
want that.”
Mayor Mark Gallegos responded to
Martinez's concern by stating Questa's
need for growth.
“The Council can't halt progress just
because one or two people say, 'wait, stop.'
We've been talking about marijuana since
the state opened up,” said Gallegos.
Michael Nezi, a 30-year resident of
Questa, representing Roots & Herbs Farm
in El Rito, presented a proposal for a new
cannabis production facility to be built
in the Questa Business Park. Operating
under the new brand name of 8K Cannabis, it would be located near Taos Bakes’
production facility.
Nezi’s Roots & Herbs currently sells
CBD products at local retail stores, including Virsylvia Farm & Market, El Monte
Carlo in Questa, and Cid's Food Market

in Taos, as well as through online sales.
Nezi explained that the projected
revenue from adult-use cannabis in New
Mexico is approximately $125 million annually and that Questa should get a piece
of that pie. Nezi added that 8K Cannabis
would start wages at $15 per hour with

promises of benefit packages in the future.
Nezi’s company plans to give back to
the community and has been working
with local groups. “We plan on giving a
percentage of revenue to the village as a
CANNABIS AGENDA cont’d on pg 7

QuestaNews.com • Questa Del Rio News • January 2022 • 5

BUSINESS

WANT TO RENT YOUR
HOUSE TO VACATIONERS?
By ROB SWAN
What does it take to rent your house
to vacationers?
In the past few years, the popularity
of renting out individual single-family
residences on a short-term basis (less
than 30 days) has become very popular
in areas that tourists historically visit.
Red River and Taos have been at it for
quite a while with great success. In Red
River, for example, most of the rental income is derived from short-term rentals
of single-family homes, as opposed to
hotels and condominiums.
Where is a good place to have a rental
house?
As of this writing, the towns of Red
River and Taos each have well over 300
short-term rental properties, so growth
in these areas may be limited. The Questa and Cerro area have only a handful,
though, so additional quality short-term
rentals are viable.
So how does this really happen?
You must first have a property that
someone would actually want to rent.
The short-term rental market is competitive: quality and location are the two
most important factors. If you already
own the home, there isn’t much you
can do about location, however, quality
can always be improved. If you have an
older home with box TVs, shag carpet,
and other remnants of the past century,
your occupancy rate and rental amounts
will be minimal at best. Properties with
flat screen TVs, good internet access,
and other modern amenities and decor
fare much better.
Rent it yourself or hire someone to do
it for you?
Under New Mexico law, you are
permitted to rent out your own property if you abide by the local ordinances.
You are not allowed to rent property for
others unless you possess a New Mexico
real estate brokerage license or have

contracted with a New Mexico brokerage for qualifying broker services. In
Taos County, you do not need a permit
unless you are within the town of Taos.
If you rent out your own property,
there are a multitude of websites that
can assist you in finding renters. These
websites all have different fees, ranging
from a percentage of the rent to a flat
fee, or both. Collection of funds, checkin, check-out, cleaning, laundry, and
maintenance of the property will also
fall into your own to-do list, so have a
good plan in place before you begin.
The other option is to hire a rental
management company if one is available in your area. They will take on all
or part of that list of responsibilities,
leaving you to simply cash your checks
at the end of the month.
What about taxes?
Taos County, along with most
other municipalities within the county, impose a lodgers tax on rental
amounts. This is a pass-through tax and
is normally charged to the renter and
then passed on to the governing body
for use in tourism promotion. As of
this writing, the Village of Questa does
not have a lodgers tax but from what
I understand they may in the future.
Gross receipts tax is also due on rental
income. Again, this is a pass-through
tax charged to the renter.
How much can you make?
Average nightly rates in the Questa
area currently range from about $100 to
$200. Nightly rates in Red River average
between $200 and $600.
Renting your home on a short-term
basis may be just the right venture to
provide you with additional income, but
be prepared to treat it as a business and
everything that this entails. If you think
this may be more than you want to deal
with, you may want to consider renting
it long-term, which will exempt you
from lodgers and gross receipts taxes.
For more info, contact Rob Swan,
Qualifying Broker at Swan Realty:
(575) 613-4243.

FOR RENT

Social Media Tips:
Who is Your Audience?
By MAX KHUDIAKOV
Once you have identified the right
social media channels for your small
business, you’ll need to narrow things
down and define your target audience:
the specific groups you want to reach.
Typically, they share common characteristics, like age, gender, location, etc.,
and/or behavior, common interests,
shopping patterns, etc.
It’s not complicated to research your
social media target audience yourself.
According to Hootsuite, a social media
management software company, just
follow these steps:
Compile data on your existing
customers and social media audience.
Most social media platforms have builtin analytics that allow you to track the
data for your business. Facebook Audience Insights and Google Analytics are
two that work great.
Use social listening to find conversations about your business. Analyze and
understand the current conversations
and trends your audiences have about
your business. Google Trends is a free
tool that allows you to track keywords
related to your business.
Research which social media
channels your audience uses. Having
QEDF GOALS 2022 cont’d from page 4

The 2022 goals and key areas of focus
for economic development:
1. Business Park Recruitment:
Develop and promote a Business
Recruitment Tool Kit and New
Business Checklist, identifying
incentives and benefits to attract
new businesses
2. Lodger’s Tax Assessment/Ordinance: Research and draft a Lodger's Tax Business Plan with community input to guide a proposal for a
Village Ordinance
3. Outdoor Recreation Development: Using the Questa Recreation
Assessment Report, garner community input to prioritize recreation
projects for development; seek
grant funding

a powerful analytics tool is essential to
a successful digital business presence.
Google Analytics (and other tools) can
help you research which social media
platforms your target audience predominantly uses.
Check out the competition. Research what your competitors do, and
learn from their mistakes and successes.
Ask them what works for them and
what doesn’t.
Understand the wants and needs of
the social media audience from your
channels. Survey your audience and
take their input into consideration
while planning and creating your social
media content. Would they like to see
practical advice and ideas for your
products? Or view more entertaining
content? Twitter allows you to conduct
surveys with their built-in features,
for example. Survey Monkey is another great tool.
Once you have researched and
understood your audience, you can use
the power of social media advertising
to reach your potential audience, whom
you can then transform into paying
customers. Plan to revisit your target
audience every so often to keep up with
all the trends and their possible evolution, shifts, and/or expansion.
4. Water Rights Transfer Policy
Change/Agricultural Co-op:
Advocate legislators to change
water rights transfer policies so new
agricultural opportunities and a Ag
co-op can be established
5. La Cienega Multi-Purpose
Building Project: Chevron and
the Village of Questa will partner
to commission a structural and
architectural building assessment to
guide development
6. Business Center/Maker Space/CoOp Market; Building Acquisition:
Community input will determine
needs for a shared space/market;
assess feasibility; develop a business
plan; explore a building purchase
For more information about QEDF, the 2022
goals, and how you can get involved, please
contact Lynn Skall at (575) 586-2149 or
lynn@questaedf.com; your participation in
QEDF is encouraged and welcome!

FOR MORE NEWS, PHOTOS & EVENT INFO VISIT QUESTANEWS.COM
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A Brand New VisitQuesta.com
It’s live! Questa has a bright shiny
new website! It includes information
about activities, attractions, history,
and a comprehensive “Local Business
Directory” under the “Business & Community” button at the top. Take a look
and check: is your business listed? We
want to make sure every business in the
greater Questa area is included, so we
can drive customers to your business.
Here are three excellent reasons
to have your business listed on the
Questa website:
1. Guests and locals can find you!
People look online for information
about a service they need. Help them
find you. Check your listing to be
sure it includes your correct physical
address, contact information with
phone number, link to your website
CANNABIS AGENDA cont’d from page 5
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or Facebook page (if you have one),
a brief description of the service and
products you offer, photos of your
location, and that it is included in all
of the categories that are appropriate
for your business.
2. You can use your business listing
page as your website URL. If you
agreement that if the zoning is in compliance and if Questa was not in danger of
losing federal funding, they would see no
issue with moving forward at the December 28 meeting.
On December 27, Lisa Larsen of the
US Economic Development Administration, informed the village that cannabis
within the Questa Business Park (funded
through the EDA), is not allowable under
federal regulations. While cannabis is legal
under New Mexico law, it remains a federally prohibited substance. A federal agency cannot authorize its assistance funds,
or equipment/facilities purchased with
such funds, to support an illegal business.
The Controlled Substances Act provides
that “marijuana” is a Schedule 1 substance. Any activity that is conducted with
respect to property or services covered by

THE CANDY CRATE

Northern New Mexico’s
Premier Candy Store
575.754.2925
300 West Main Street, Red River NM

www.CandyMountainFudge.com

CARDS & PRINTS
BY LOCAL ARTISTS

• contact information with
phone number
• link to your website address
• your Facebook or other social media
platform address
• a brief description of the service and
products you offer
• good photos of your location
Is it included in all of the categories
that are appropriate for your business?
Email Lynn Skall (lynn@questaedf.
com) with any changes, additions, or
other ideas for the website—it is continually being updated and improved to
offer the most comprehensive information to visitors and locals about our area.
Let her know if you need some good
photos taken, too.
Thanks to Dan Kuehn, of Dan Frank
Digital Design, for the website redesign,
which was facilitated with a generous
grant from the LOR Foundation.

the grant must be in compliance with federal law. “This is disappointing news for
all of us; your presentation was excellent,”
said village clerk Renee Martinez.
Questa is a prime location for the

emerging cannabis market and several
companies have expressed interest in
opening up businesses in our part of New
Mexico. See our report on the Dec. 28
Village council meeting on page 26.

TE CA
N
O
SERVING
BREAKFAST,
LUNCH & DINNER

O
RL

charitable contribution as well, to help
with building the skatepark for the youth
or helping fund a new police force…”
Councilor John Ortega raised a concern about conflicts between the village
and potential federal funding in the
future. Cannabis has yet to be legalized
at the federal level; Ortega turned to
Village Attorney Chris DeFillippo, who
responded that he was more concerned
with potential zoning conflicts regarding
agriculture: he said that the state government gives municipalities broad authority
to regulate cannabis within their respective jurisdictions.
While there was no decision or
approval made at that night’s meeting for
either business, each councilor was in

Courtesy Photo

don’t have a web presence, such as a
website or Facebook page, you can
use this business listing page as your
online site and share the link so you
can be found online!
3. Cross-promotion on the website.
Many businesses and types of businesses have active links throughout
the website and link back to your
listing: for example, in the Adventure
section, at the bottom of the activity
pages is a section called “Links to
Local Services.” You want to be sure
to be included. Plus, if a viewer clicks
on the Shop Questa logo, they are
linked directly to the Local Business Directory.
Please take a look at the new website
at visitquesta.com and check your business listing to be sure all this information is complete and correct:
• your physical address

EL M

IS YOUR BUSINESS LISTED?

NEW
HOURS

7:00AM-8:00PM

Happy New Year!
2435 NM-522, Questa, NM 87556
(575) 586-0004
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THE NEED TO GROW
After WWII, there was an excess of
bomb-making material and nerve gas.
Those bomb-making materials were
repurposed and made into fertilizers.
The nerve gas became pesticides. The
military-industrial complex had moved
into the world of agriculture.
The global worth of fertilizer is
approximately $170 billion. But this use
of chemicals is denaturing our soil by
removing its natural biological makeup.
In other words, it kills the life in the soil,
where plants need to get their nutrients.
More and more chemicals are being
added to food production, resulting
in a food system that is toxic, causing
consumers to ingest an array of toxins
from these chemicals in our food, air,
water, and our bodies. In fact, genetically
modified organisms (GMOs), a chemical
glyphosate that has been banned in California and labeled as a carcinogen, are
supposed to help feed the world. They
have shown no significant difference in
production of food above that of natural
growing processes.
The US Department of Agriculture,
the Food and Drug Administration and
the Environmental Protection Agency
require no testing of these chemicals
in our food. These toxins are an attack
on the health of each and every one
of us. Notably, there is a link between
the industrial food system to cancer,
allergies, liver and kidney damage, and
a host of other conditions the citizens of
this world are encountering. Thus far, we
have not been able to count on our government to protect us from an industrial
food system that is making us sick.
The environmental damage done
each year by industrial farming is devastating. These industrial food systems are

not sustainable. The soil cannot become
replenished. Supporting such a system
is planetary suicide. If we don’t support
the sustainable farms that are working
to supply us with wholesome nutritious
food, grown in healthy soil, they will disappear, and we will be left with only the
industrial food system and its harmful
growing practices.
During WWII, 40 percent of the food
produced for the country was grown in
20 million home gardens. We can do
this again. Even if we don’t own land or
enough land, we have the ability to grow
food ourselves in very imaginative ways.
Community gardens are increasing in
number and are a great solution in many
areas. Growing vegetables in pots in
your own home, hanging PVC gardens
in a sunny window; and outdoors, small
portable inexpensive greenhouses are a
great asset to supply food. Check out the
“growing tower” online. These are very
useful for limited space. (If you are interested in seeing a growing tower, we have
one in our home and welcome anyone
who is interested.)
Much of what you have read here is
inspired by a documentary I watched
recently, The Need to Grow. It is a strong
reminder of the need for citizens of this
planet to take action toward becoming
as self-sustaining as we possibly can.
Because of the industrial food industry
and the decimation of healthy live soil,
as well as food that is far from fresh by
the time it is received in the markets, the
food supply is deeply inferior to what
our bodies need in order to be healthy.
Consider this for a New Year’s
Resolution—talk to local farmers who
offer community-supported agriculture
(CSA) programs. Take advantage of the
many books available on the subject as
well as information online.
There is much more that could be
said here about the industrial food
system that inhabits the general market
food shelves. For now, my hope is to
inspire you to become more aware of
where your food comes from, and to
take any action you can to provide yourself with healthy, wholesome food.
Have a blessed and healthy 2022.

Photo by E. Wilde
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Natural
Resources
for Peace
BY OLA SUN
THE GIFTS OF SOLITUDE
Winter is a time for going inward,
especially for those in northern regions,
to reflect, and be with our own inner
world. Where once it was the season to
mend clothing and equipment, cooped
up inside away from the cold, we can
now do the same inside ourselves, tending to our private experiences, feelings,
and relationship to ourselves.
We can become blocked emotionally
and mentally (not to mention physically, too) from too much coming in and
not enough digestion, assimilation, and
absorption. Our culture has become
oversaturated with entertainment,
whether in the form of stories and
media, or online content, images, and
news. Underneath it all, we still have
immense rich inner vistas to navigate
and explore.
When the social world was quieter
and there was less stimulation, it was
easier and more natural to reflect, create, and go inward.
The appeal of stories, music, legends, and rites of passage was a result of

inner reflection, more structured than
today in tradition, but serving the same
purpose: to feed our soul as well as
our body. It is a paradox that our need
to fulfill the soul in story and image
has led to vapid, empty, and trivial
entertainment that distracts us from
more real and personal stories! Stories
once came from the people around us,
centered in the place we lived; it was
more grounded and integral than media
today, and a natural expression from
people—more than something driven
by greed, profit, and distorted values.
It may take effort to resist the
tendency towards constant stimulation,
and take a break. The spaciousness of
being alone allows for the hidden to
be revealed. The roominess we feel in
solitude—not having to be anything or
perform or meet others socially—allows us to sink below our persona into
deeper parts of ourselves. While we may
have to face things we have previously
repressed, in most cases this confrontation alleviates deeper subconscious
strain, and a relief comes. Continually
facing the self allows for recharged
emotional health and vitality, so we can
be ready for times together with friends
and family, more available and spacious
ourselves, and more tuned in to our
own authenticity. Taking advantage of
the season may be as simple as pulling our energy inward, working with
solitude and the self, while the trees and
plants do the same.

Holy Cross Medical Center to Acquire
Taos Clinic for Children and Youth
As of January 1, 2022, Holy Cross
Medical Center (HCMC) will acquire
Dr. Sylvia Villarreal’s practice, Taos
Clinic for Children and Youth (TCCY).
Dr. Villarreal (or Dr. V, as many Taos
families know her) has been a beloved
pediatrician for countless families in our
region, and she is retiring.
The HCMC team is excited to
maintain pediatric services and provide excellent care for Dr. V’s families.
The TCCY staff will be retained, and
the many familiar faces in place at the
practice—Drs. Parker and Gelfand,
Kerry Hopes, PNP and Morgan Swinehart Weyer, PA.
Bill Patten, CEO of Holy Cross Medical Center said, “I’d like to personally
thank Dr. Villarreal for the many years
of excellent service she has provided to
our community. While I know that it

will be a big job to fill Dr. V’s shoes, we
are confident in the high level of care
that we can provide the community long
into the future.”
Dr. Villarreal said in a heartfelt note
to her patients, “Taos Clinic for Children and Youth will be left in superb
hands and hearts. Taos Professional
Services will continue to provide excellent and compassionate pediatric care
to your children. It is now time for my
family, fishing, and travel. Remember
that I love you and stay well.”
The TCCY practice will be joining
Holy Cross Medical Center’s family of
care, which includes Holy Cross Hospital, Holy Cross Surgical Specialties,
Holy Cross Women’s Health Institute,
Holy Cross Breast & Plastic Surgery, and
Holy Cross Primary Care.

HEALTH & WELLNESS

“Nick, I’m in love with another man.”

I’ll never forget the first time I heard
my mother say to my father, “Nick, I’m
in love with another man.” Mom was
sitting on the glider on our front porch,
her cornflower blue eyes gleaming with a
fervor that made her seem only partially
of this world.
It was summer. I remember that
because I had been sitting on the porch
railing, plucking honeysuckle blossoms

from the vine that curled around the
porch post, and I was sucking out the
honeysuckle nectar.
The sun was closing up shop for the
evening, giving just enough light for Daddy to finish reading the Pottsville newspaper. Mom said it again, “Nick, I’m in love
with another man.” Daddy said nothing.
Mom was a beautiful woman, inside and
out, who was devoted to her husband and
children and it seemed impossible that she
could be in love with a man that wasn’t
our Daddy.
My older sister, absorbed in a comic
book, did not react to Mom’s words. How
could she not have heard?! Helen was
three years older than I, so surely she
would know what it meant for Mom to
be in love with another man. Was this a

first hint that Mom and Daddy would get
divorced? Almost no one in my school
had parents who divorced. This happened
sometime in the mid-1940s and it seemed
like only rich people and celebrities got
divorced.
My baby brother continued playing
with his toy cars on the porch railing. But
he wouldn’t have known what it meant for
Mom to be in love with another man. I
knew—and it knocked me out of my safe
and happy-childhood cocoon.
How could this be? I never had to
count my blessings: I just knew in my
bones that Mom and Daddy loved each
other and us. It was a subtle kind of love;
no overt, “I love you,” as we say today
when we end a phone call. It was just
always there: a perpetual security blanket

of family love enveloping me.
Again Mom said, “Nick, I’m in love
with another man.”
This time Daddy spoke. “Yes, I know,
Anna. You in love with Jesus,” he said
in his broken English without looking
up from his newspaper. I looked over at
Mom and noticed her one hand was busy
as usual: fingering her rosary beads as she
always did when she wasn’t cooking or
washing clothes or picking huckleberries
with us on the mountain.
Oh, thank God! It’s just Jesus.

Ellen Wood of Questa is an award-winning
author as well as an artist using the name
Maruška. The website for her books and paintings is www.NorthernNewMexicoArtists.com/
ellen-wood. Contact Ellen at
ellen@howtogrowyounger.com.

“Nick, estoy enamorada de otro hombre”
Por ELLEN WOOD
Nunca olvidaré la primera vez que
escuché a mi madre decirle a mi padre: “Nick, estoy enamorada de otro
hombre.” Mamá estaba sentada en el
sillón del portal. Sus ojos, de un azul
intenso, brillaban con un fervor que
la hacía parecer solo parcialmente
de este mundo.
Era verano. Lo recuerdo porque
había estado sentada en la barandilla del
portal arrancando las flores de madreselva de la vid que se enroscaba alrededor
de un poste y chupando el néctar.
El sol comenzaba a ponerse, dando
solo la claridad suficiente para que Papá
terminara de leer el periódico de Pottsville. Mamá volvió a decir: “Nick, estoy
enamorada de otro hombre.” Papá no
dijo nada. Mamá era una mujer hermosa, por dentro y por fuera, que se dedicaba a su esposo e hijos y parecía imposible que pudiera estar enamorada de
un hombre que no fuera nuestro Papá.
Mi hermana mayor, muy interesada
en la lectura de un cómic, no reaccionó a
las palabras de Mamá. ¡¿Cómo pudo no
haberlas escuchado?! Helen era tres años
mayor que yo, así que seguramente sa-

bría lo que significaba que Mamá
estuviera enamorada de otro hombre.
¿Sería aquello un primer indicio de que
Mamá y Papá se divorciarían? Casi nadie
en mi escuela tenía padres divorciados.
Esto sucedía a mediados de la década de
1940, cuando parecía que solamente los
ricos y las celebridades se divorciaban.
Mi hermano menor siguió jugando
con sus coches de juguete en la barandilla del portal. Pero él no habría sabido
lo que significaba que Mamá estuviera
enamorada de otro hombre. Yo sí lo
sabía —y el saberlo me rompió el capullo
seguro de una infancia feliz.
¿Cómo podría suceder algo así? Nunca tuve que ponerme a pensar en cuánta
suerte tenía: sabía perfectamente que
Mamá y Papá se querían y nos querían a
nosotros. Era un tipo de amor sutil; no
había muchos “te quiero” como decimos
hoy día incluso al terminar una llamada
telefónica. Pero siempre estaba ahí: una
eterna manta de seguridad de amor
familiar que me envolvía.
Una vez más, mamá dijo: “Nick, estoy
enamorada de otro hombre.”
Esta vez Papá habló. “Sí, ya lo sé,
Anna. Estás enamorada de Jesús,” dijo en

su medio inglés sin levantar la vista del
periódico.Miré a Mamá y noté que tenía
una mano ocupada, como de costumbre:
tocaba el rosario como hacía cuando
no estaba cocinando, lavando ropa o

recogiendo arándanos con nosotros
en la montaña.
¡Oh, gracias a Dios! Se trata
solo de Jesús.

Traducción de Teresa Dovalpage

Courtesy Photo
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MANDY STAPLEFORD,
A FORCE OF NATURE
By JENNIFER MOONEY
Mandy Stapleford is a force of nature,
a voice of wisdom for Mother Earth, and
a visionary—able to turn thoughts into
beautiful objects.
She landed in northern New Mexico
from the east coast in 1998. Like many
before her, Mandy’s is a “Taos” story. “I
was heading back to the Berkshires in
February of 1998 from Los Angeles, and
I stopped in Taos to help some college
friends build their earthship [home]. I
worked in a restaurant, tended bar, and
waitressed,” Mandy said. “Within six
weeks of living in Taos, I fell in love with
the community.”
Mandy is an artist, a writer, and the
creator of Good News, Good Planet
(GNGP), an alternative non-political news
outlet that she contributes as a monthly
column to The Questa Del Rio News. She
also airs a weekly show on KNCE 93.5
radio, weekdays at 8:20 am, 12:20 pm,
and 5:20 pm. You can find the column at
goodnewsgoodplanet.com.
Mandy created GNGP in 2015, with
the guidance of a few friends. Since then,

she’s written over 400 stories, and counting. “It began because I am friends with
KNCE and asked them: Why don’t you
guys read some good news in the morning? Rita O’Connell looked at me and
said, ‘Why don’t you do it?’ Max Moulton
showed me how to use [the software]
Garage Band and told me what kind of
microphone to buy. I began with recording it in my studio,” she said.

From GNGP website:
Good News Good Planet’s two-minute
stories remind listeners of the countless
number of good deeds and healthy,
positive changes that are occurring
every day around the world. It’s a shot of
happiness and a call to action that you can
listen to anywhere.
Mandy lives in a straw bale home that
she envisioned and constructed, along
with a large studio on her property. She
puts on Shakespeare performances there,
which boasts a stage. “I built my house in
seven months flat!” Mandy said.
Her talents aren’t just limited to radio
news; Mandy is also a ceramic artist.
Her art, words, and passion are a confluence visible in each piece she sculpts.
Her recent show, “A Nobility of Beasts; a
Ceramic Narration of Bestial Assemblage,”
is a creation of sculpted beings with an
accompanying book (mandystapleford.

Photo by Mandy Stapleford

One of the many beast-like sculptures that
comprise Mandy’s portfolio.

com.). Mandy features both mythical
and “real” creatures. She describes her
work as figurative, fantasy sculpture and
influenced by gargoyles. “I have been
putting horns on things since I was six
years old. I have always done clay. I love
architecture and architectural ornamentation. Only recently, in the last two years,
have I moved into sculpting real animals,”
she relates. “My mother was an artist and
always supported me as an artist. She died
when I was 30.”
Mandy says, “We are part of this earth.
We come from it, and we are all connected… every single living thing. When we
care for her, we care for ourselves,” she
emphasized.
When asked how long it takes her
to make something, she explains that it

Photo by Mandy Stapleford

Artist Mandy Stapleford has won awards for her
artwork with exhibitions throughout the US,
including here in Taos, New Mexico.

takes her whole life! Realistically, though,
it takes about seven hours for each little
piece, including an octopus, her latest creation. “The process is very involved. It is
lots of crossing your fingers,” Mandy said.
When she speaks about “A Nobility of
Beasts” she adds, “I want this to travel to
natural history museums... to give a voice
to animals and as a series on animals that
have been brought back from the brink of
extinction. This ties right into Good News,
Good Planet. It is about hope and success.”

USA Today Awards Red River As Best Ski Town
The USA Today
10Best.com winners:

Photos Courtesy of Red River Tourism Office

Spectacular outdoor views offer visitors an undeniably awesome experience when exploring Red River
and northern New Mexico.

By STAFF WRITERS
Our own Red River has been voted
the best ski town in North America for
2021, putting the tiny little mountain
town on the national map.
This designation didn’t come easy,
with serious competition during the

four weeks of voting. Now the town and
ski community can officially bask in the
glory and celebrate.
Editors from USA Today and 10Best.
com, along with visitors, expert contributors, and other sources within the
Gannett media network, decided on
the winner.
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1. Red River, NM
2. North Conway, NH
3. Rossland, BC, Canada
4. Stowe, VT
5. Banff, AB, Canada
6. Bethel, ME
7. Breckenridge, CO
8. Salt Lake City, UT
9. Nelson, BC, Canada
10. Park City, UT
The Town of Red River expressed
gratitude in a December press release to
everyone who helped make this award
possible. “The town is honored to carry
this prestigious award for the next year
and sends a huge thank you to all Red
River’s fans and voters.”
Read the official announcement here:
https://www.10best.com/awards/travel/
best-ski-town/

The Town of Red River is honored to be
named “Best Ski Town” in North America
by USA Today’s 10Best. Red River was
voted #1 from criteria that included
“convenient access to the slopes,
fantastic restaurants, bars and shops,
topped off by great accommodations
and a cool small-town vibe and/or
a historical atmosphere.” Red River
checked all these boxes. Our proud
locals and loyal guests take pride in
their love for Red River, and it sent us to
the top. Not only did we score serious
bragging rights, but this will also get us
new eyes from visitors far and wide. We
may be small, but we are mighty!!!
—Mayor Linda Calhoun, Town of
Red River

ARTS & CULTURE

Happy New Year from your Questa Creative Council! Our mission, to
strengthen our community through arts,
culture, history, and education, aims to
serve all Questeños.
First, thank you!
Thank you for

• Your important annual memberships
• Referring friends and family to join
us with membership (for as little
as $10/year)
• Your year-end additional donations.
Tax savings for you, tremendous
help for us!
• Your generosity in making the annual Art Kits Drive happen again for
our youth, with more donations and
distribution than ever!
In this new year of 2022,
we look forward to
Welcoming several new board

members, so stay tuned on the fresh new
ideas they will bring in ways to carry out
our mission and vision
A live show to further the Northern
New Mexico Music project (fingers
crossed), led by Chris Arellano, and
multimedia documentation of his research and recordings
• Hearing live local music for the
Questa Farmers Market and another
cello and piano concert in the spring,
of even more Latin music
• Art and creativity workshops, led
by educator Mark Lewis Wagner and others.

• Continued outreach from our Questa History Trail team (such as school
field trips, paid youth intern/docents
on National Trails Day)
• An even more exciting Questa Studio Art Tour that continues to highlight more local artists each summer,
and welcomes more collectors and
visitors each year.
Contact us at questacreativecouncil@
gmail.com; visit us at https://questacreative.org/. Your donations to further
these and more projects are welcome any
time of the year. Become a member here:
https://questacreative.org/join/

Quilt of Valor Awarded to Veteran Roger Blanco
By CHRIS ABEYTA
On Saturday December 4, the Taos
Quilt and Needlecraft Guild awarded the
Quilt of Valor to Mr. Roger Blanco, one
of Questa’s distinguished veterans who
served our country and was touched by
war. The event was held at Rael’s Store
& Coffee House and attended by a large
group of friends and family to celebrate
Roger’s 78th birthday, (December 11). The
party and quilt presentation was organized
by Roger’s girlfriend, Joann Muller, of
Albuquerque, and it was quite an event.
A delicious lunch and beautiful cake were
served, and the quilt was presented to him.
This quilt was made by a group of 33
local women and men who have made
it their mission to sew Quilts of Valor
to present to local veterans. Prayers and
bits of love are sewn into each quilt. In a
normal year, the group presents about 20
quilts to local veterans. This past year, that
number skyrocketed to 120. For the May
Questa Del Rio News issue, the group honored the late Virgil Martinez with a Quilt
of Valor to help celebrate his 101st birthday. Then again on November 2, Modesto

Cisneros’s Quilt of Valor for his service
during the Korean War was awarded to
him at his home, with family and friends
in attendance.
The Quilts of Valor Foundation is a
national organization with the mission
to “cover service members and veterans
touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.”
“Mr. Blanco, you have sacrificed time,
talents, and often your health to stand
up and protect our freedom. You are
important and deserving and we wish to
remember this. We thank you for your
service. We honor that sacrifice and dedication. And we are grateful you are here
so we can thank you!” said Chris Abeyta,
spokesperson for the Taos Quilt and
Needlecraft Guild.
For his injuries in battle, Roger was
awarded the Purple Heart and for that,
was also awarded the Quilt of Valor. Abeyta continued, “It is our profound hope that
this quilt will serve as a reminder that your
sacrifice is remembered. We hope you will
use it and display it as a badge of honor.
We thank you, Mr. Blanco, and recognize

Photo by Lou McCall

Veteran Roger Blanco with his Quilt of Valor,
presented by The Taos Quilt and Needlework Guild
on December 4, at Rael’s Coffee House, as part of
his 78th birthday celebration.

the personal sacrifice of your years of
active duty in the military. We hope that
it will bring you peace and comfort in
years to come.”
Mr. Blanco served in the Vietnam War
and was assigned the dangerous mission
of being a “Tunnel Rat.” Tunnel Rats were
volunteer combat engineers and infan-

trymen for the US and Australian Armies
who cleared and destroyed enemy tunnel
complexes. In the early stages of the war
against French colonial forces, the Viet
Minh created an extensive underground
system of tunnels, expanded by the Viet
Cong. By the 1960s, the tunnel complexes
included hospitals, training areas, storage
facilities, headquarters, and barracks.
These facilities had sophisticated ventilation systems, allowing the Viet Cong
forces to remain hidden underground for
months at a time.
Mr. Blanco was actually awarded a
second Purple Heart, which he never
received due to paperwork getting lost, but
he was recognized. He was also awarded
the Combat Infantryman Badge, Bronze
Medal (V-Device), and an Air Medal,
which is a decoration awarded for single
acts of heroism or meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight.
For more information about the Quilts
of Valor Foundation, visit https://www.
qovf.org/. If you would like to contact the
Taos Quilt and Needlecraft Guild, please
contact taosquilt@gmail.com.

WEEKLY COVID TESTING EVENTS
every Wednesday from 9:00 - 12:00
COVID VACCINATIONS available for
Adults & Children (Moderna and Pﬁzer)

QUESTA HEALTH CENTER
2573 State Highway 522, Questa
Call and speak to Amy to register

575.586.0315

(719) 589-3099
BigJohnsFurnitureWarehouse.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Recap:
Questa Farmers Market
2021 Season
By GAEA MCGAHEE
PHOTOS: GAEA MCGAHEE, CLAIRE COTÉ,
AND ALEJANDRO AVINA
Questa Farmers Market vendors and customers
enjoyed a wonderful 2021 season, with the
return of musicians each Sunday and other
special events like Wendy Vigil’s magic, Cristina
Masoliver’s puppet show, and the Yoga Sala Kids
Ballet dancers. This photo essay shares some of
our highlights.
Questa Farmers Market offers teens paid
internships each season. This season they did
a lot, including some cooking; they practiced
pizza-making in the horno with Nick Nagawiecki
for six weeks (Nick is a cook by trade, a lover of
food—especially all doughs baked in hornos,
and he shared his passion).
More photos online @
QuestaNews.com

$40,825

QFM Vendors’ earnings across five seasons

$21,737
$19,425

$19,048
$9500

2017

2018

COVID

2019

2020

2021

Vendors’ Earnings 2021
FRUIT AND VEGETABLE

PREPARED FOOD SALES

TOTAL $11,858

TOTAL $13,362

HONEY, EGGS, MEAT, DAIRY

TOTAL $8,617
CRAFT & FLOWERS SALES

TOTAL $6,988
BASIC FARM GOODS

TOTAL $20,475

2021
TOTAL

$40,825
AVERAGE # OF VENDERS

9

AVERAGE # OF CUSTOMERS

163

19

MARKET
DAYS

LOCAL ECONOMIC IMPACT:
AGRICULTURE $20,475
OTHER $20,350

QUE S TA FARM ER S M ARKE T E C ONOM IC DATA F OR T H E 202 1 SE A S ON
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SUSTAINABLE LIVING

Taos Recycling Center To Reopen, Bringing New Opportunities
BY JONATHAN HUTCHISON
An apparent setback has now set the
stage for new opportunities in environmental protection.
The Taos Regional Landfill Board
had voted this past September to close
the Taos Recycling Center. According
to The Taos News, the decision reflected the $1.5 million annual cost of
operation, the low rate (7.6 percent) of
uncontaminated materials diverted from
the waste stream, and the shrinking
global market for recyclables. Taos Town
Manager Rick Bellis, interviewed for
this report, also cited the lack of broad
community involvement, noting that
prior to closure, the center served only
about 120 users.
We might attribute the closing to a
negative cost-benefit analysis, but Bellis
maintains that it was intended to force
the issue and increase pressure on the
region and state to create an integrated
recycling system. Apparently, this has
had the desired effect, as municipalities

are currently meeting together and coordinating with state and national officials.
Taos Mayor Dan Barrone has met
with Governor Lujan-Grisham, who
identifies environmental sustainability as
a top priority. Taos is working with State
Senator Bobby Gonzales on a sustainability bill to set standards for recycling
and create new markets. This initiative
has the support of US Senators Martin
Heinrich and Ben Ray Luján.
In light of these developments, the
town council decided in November
to reopen Taos’s recycling center this
month. As reported in The Taos News,
the center will begin by accepting cardboard, with more items to follow, depending on the success of local, regional,
and statewide initiatives; the availability
of state and national funds; finding new
outlets for recyclables; and increased
participation by residents.
Surplus recycling fees will fund operations through the end of June 2022, but
Bellis emphasizes that this is not a “hard
deadline,” and the town expects the

center to remain open beyond that date.
Recycling will now be free for individuals, while commercial recyclers will pay
a modest fee.
Meanwhile, the town has drafted
an “8-point plan” for environmental
sustainability, to be shared with the
public through newspaper announcements and utility bill inserts. The plan
supports the national “Break Free From
Plastic Pollution Act,” which addresses
recycling standards and funding, while
regulating contaminants and single-use
plastics. It requires industry to reduce
waste through modified product design
and packaging and to assume responsibility for reuse, collection, recycling, and
disposal of what they produce, building
those costs into product pricing. It also
aims to “prevent product and packaging
waste from entering into animal and human food chains and waterways.” Identical House and Senate bills have been
stalled in committee since March, 2021,
but Senator Luján intends to reintroduce
the Senate version in the new year.

Locally, support for the Break Free
Act translates into a ban on single-use
plastics, including grocery bags, takeout containers, straws, etc.—already
in effect, with a grace period through
December 2022 to give local businesses
time to comply.
The plan envisions partnerships
with private recycling services and local
groups such as TiLT and RYNO (see
previous Questa Del Rio News articles),
which re-purpose plastic waste as building materials.
The 8-point plan also calls for Taos
to engage with other municipalities to
create a regional recycling board and to
help draft state-level plastic and recycling regulations. According to Bellis,
these discussions are in progress.
A community advisory board will
oversee implementation of the plan,
appointed by the mayor and council
comprising town and county officials,
officials of other county municipalities,
and citizens representing business and
advocacy groups.

Repurposing Plastic Project Update
BY TODD WYNWARD
For Repurposing Plastic to stay alive
and thrive during these winter months,
we need more help, more funds, and more
professional builders who will buy our
modular plastic wall units.
We need more hands on deck—either
paid or volunteer—to join us in Questa to
smash plastic and wire walls from about 9
am to 3 pm every Wednesday and Friday.

KID OF THE YEAR
Recognizing rising leaders of the next
generation, Time magazine has named a
young female scientist from Lone Tree,
Colorado, as its very first "Kid of the Year."
Gitanjali Rao was selected from 5,000
Americans, ages 8 to 16.
Her credentials are impressive.
Inspired by the Flint, Michigan water
crisis, Rao (at just 10 years of age) began

Come meet the team, work your body, lift
your spirit and help the planet!
We need more funds—the $5/month
subscriptions do not cover our monthly
bills. We are always in need of donors who
contribute more. Hopefully that’s you! If
you would like to help Repurposing Plastic over these winter months, please make
a contribution by check. Write “RPP” in
the memo line and make it out to TiLT at

215 La Posta Rd, Taos NM 87571.
We need to establish a cohort of
builders and landscapers who want to use
our 8-foot modular walls in 2022. Our
product can be used instead of cinder
block or adobe to construct pocket patios,
privacy walls, or windbreaks.
We're looking to work with landscapers/builders/plasterers who are willing to
think outside of the box--help

us find them!
We look forward to the new year as
we continue collaborating with you to
turn Taos County's waste into walls—repurposing plastic, repurposing lives, and
doing a bit to preserve this precious place
we call home.
More info: contact Todd Wynward
at (575) 770-8681 or Daniel Herrera at
(575) 224-7386.

researching carbon nanotube sensor
technology and invented a small mobile
device she called “Tethys,” that detects lead
in drinking water. In Greek mythology,
Tethys was a Titan daughter of Uranus
and Gaia, a sister and wife of the Titan
Oceanus, and the mother of the river
gods and the clouds. She won the title of
“America's Top Young Scientist” in 3M's
Young Scientist Challenge for her invention. The device is now being developed
into a working prototype for release
to the public.
Rao then turned her attention to the
problem of cyberbullying and created
an app called “Kindly” that uses artificial
intelligence technology to detect cyberbullying language and help rephrase it. “The
goal is not to punish. Instead, it gives you

the chance to rethink what you’re saying
so that you know what to do next time
around,” she says.
At age 16, Rao is a force to be reckoned with, inspiring other kids by holding
online innovation workshops around
the world, and teaching her process:
observe, brainstorm, research, build, and
communicate.
Rao states, “The students that I work
with, they just don’t know where to start. I
think that if you give them that spark they
can then build off of, then that changes
everything. That means one more person
in this world wants to come up with ideas
to solve problems.”
And what's next for this young
scientist? She's researching ways to fight
prescription-opioid addiction. And she’s

hit her goal of mentoring 30,000 students.
This “Kid of the Year” is building an
army of young inventors and innovators
who will someday change the world,
just as she is.
This story is brought to you by Arroyo Seco Live.
“Building community through creativity.
SecoLive.org
Audio Story on PRX
https://mcusercontent.
com/6dd23531465f1c13f80eb7d84/
files/56d7a4f9-dc66-f8da-7c36-d6b252722927/
GN_7.42_KidOfTheYear.mp3
Full Transcript PDF:
https://mcusercontent.
com/6dd23531465f1c13f80eb7d84/
files/59c6e2dd-00b2-7f53-7684-1719c27c3465/
GN_7.42_KidOfTheYear.pdf
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FISHING, WILDLIFE & RECREATION

ON THE VALUE OF OPTIMISM
By TONER MITCHELL
On a trip to Chama yesterday, I took
outsized pleasure in the hazardous driving
conditions. It was snowing hard, which,
in these times of heartbreaking drought,
means having to hit the wipers barely
every 30 seconds. As it was, however, the
snow was sticking to the highway. I actually had to concentrate on staying in my lane
and on the road.
Yes, the drought is bad. I can’t imagine how acequia farmers must feel, or
the hopeful young ski workers who may
have moved to northern New Mexico to
start lives in the mountains. My family
has taken to showering less and dumping
collected dishwater on our dormant vegetable plot, figuring a gallon stretched here
means water somewhere else.
The desire to do something, anything,
is strong, to fight back against what seems
inevitable. Limit the carbon footprint,
as though the value of doing so isn’t far
behind us. Don’t drink and drive? How
about don’t drink or drive? The planet
will thank us.
Such thinking, of course, is to a great

Bird is
the Word
By B RYC E F L A N IG A N
AUDUBON SOCIETY
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
The Annual Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count wrapped up, and I had a
wonderful time birding around Questa.
Our group started at the Red River Fish
Hatchery, where we saw the resident Kingfisher searching for his breakfast. Later, a
Bald Eagle swooped no more than 20 feet
above our heads as we walked the Pescado
Trail. It was the closest I’d ever been to an
eagle in the wild, and it was a breathtaking
sight. We finished at the BLM Wild Rivers
Recreation Area, where a couple of RedTailed Hawks and a Golden Eagle were
soaring on the high winds, like surfers in

Photos by Toner Mitchell

In memory of a lover of Columbine Creek trail.

extent ridiculous. The planet will get by
no matter what we do. It’s the life forms
currently upon it that won’t, if only for the
geological short term.
In our quest to do something about
this predicament, we can start by realizing that our actions might be directed
towards the here and now and less on
the unknown future. For example, since
Questa has invested so much in its recreation economy, we might try to protect
the resources that the drought has made
vulnerable to degradation.
I don’t know how to do this exactly,
but it’s occurred to me on recent hikes that
the lack of snow and cold has rendered
more places accessible than they otherwise

would be. Wildlife—deer, trout, bears, and
bighorns, some of them pregnant—are
now exposed to humans during a time of
normal peace and quiet. Grass and dirt,
otherwise blanketed by regenerating snow,
are exposed to human feet. Perhaps the
best we can do is keep nature in mind,
now and in the coming months when the
meadows will be needed for early season
feeding and the threat of human-caused
wildfire will loom large.
An upside to mindfulness could be
revelations on how nature responds to
drought. Desiccated trees may topple over,
and animal populations may decline, but
in doing so they will make resources available for the survival of other beings.

the sky. A special thanks goes out to Mary
Jo Kelly for being our fearless leader and
organizing this local expedition.
While the Christmas Count event is
now over, we encourage readers to get involved with the upcoming Great Backyard
Bird Count, which will be held Friday,
February 18 through Monday, February
21. No experience is necessary, and you
are welcome to watch feeders from home
or to venture outdoors. Visit birdcount.org
for more details on how to participate.
Birds will thank you for providing suet,
a nourishing treat during the cold season,
by populating your yard and filling it with
song. For the culinary inclined, here's an
easy DIY suet recipe, as an alternative to
store-bought suet cakes.

Ingredients:
1-1/2 C shortening
1 C instant oats
1 C nut butter
3 C birdseed
1/2 C cornmeal

Homemade Suet Recipe
You will need a suet mold. Cardboard milk or juice cartons work best
because they are waxed inside. Plastic
Tupperware can be used with a wax paper
lining for easy removal. Silicon ice cube
trays work, too.
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Steps:
1. Mix together dry ingredients in
a large bowl.
2. Melt vegetable shortening together
with nut butter in a saucepan over
medium heat. Stir until combined.
3. Pour the melted mixture over the dry
ingredients and stir together.
4. Spoon into your mold of choice
and freeze for 1-2 hours to allow it
to set. After that, it's ready to put in
your feeder!
Substitutions and additions (since
this recipe has a lot of room for
customization):
Vegetable shortening can be replaced with lard
Chopped nuts and dried fruit can be
added (be sure to use plain nuts, since salt
dehydrates birds)

Photo by Toner Mitchell

Major beaver construction on Columbine Creek.

On Columbine Creek recently, I
was overjoyed to see three major beaver
construction projects. Not only will the
dams provide sorely needed winter habitat
for our precious cutthroat trout, they’ll
keep the creek wet until the monsoon
storms (definitely?) arrive. In the worst of
scenarios, they’ll be firebreaks and/or mitigate post-fire floods threatening acequia
headgates and the river Questa has worked
so hard to restore.
I wouldn’t have had this thought if I’d
stayed home and worried. Instead I took
that hike and was reminded that nature, in
its generosity, has gifts of silver linings.

Photo credit dfaulder, Wikipedia Commons

Rough-legged Hawk.

Cornmeal can be substituted with
whole wheat flour, or use more oats.
Have fun experimenting with different combinations and seeing which bird
friends you attract. Black-Capped Chickadees love black oil sunflower seeds. Stellar
Jays love nuts and fruit. Woodpeckers are
sure to show up to eat suet, regardless of
what you put in it!

Saturday

JANUARY 29 • 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Marketing Presentation of
Surplus Chevron Properties in the Questa Area
Hosted by Chevron and Berkshire Hathaway

Everyone is welcome!
Information on prime agricultural land to be provided.
Coffee and snacks also to be provided.
Location: Rael’s Coffeeshop in the center of Questa, 2432 NM-522

Interested parties may also contact real estate broker John Johnston at 575-758-1924 x 220.
Chevron is proud to sponsor this ad in support of the Questa Del Rio News.
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OUR FAITH COMMUNITY

Gayle Martinez: Full-Time Pastor!
By LOU MCCALL
Gayle Martinez is best known around
Questa as co-pastor of Living Word
Ministries, with her husband, Peter. Gayle
is so active in the community that many
people may be surprised that in addition
to pastoring, she had a full-time job as
Holy Cross Hospital’s marketing director
in Taos for 11 years. She ramped it down
to part-time before retiring for good at the
end of October.
What is she doing now? The first thing
that comes to mind is finishing up her
Masters degree from Shiloh University in
apostolic leadership. She will graduate in
Fall of 2022, yay! Before, Gayle says, she
had three jobs: pastor, marketing director,
and student. Now that marketing is off
her list, she can officially cross student off
next year, although Gayle will always be a
student of life and a lifelong learner.
Before coming to Questa, Gayle and
Peter were associate pastors for 20 years at
The Good News Christian Fellowship in
Taos, serving with Peter’s brother, Pastor
Rudy Martinez. Then, 15 years ago, the
couple were ordained and came to Questa.
Their Living Word Ministries Church was
located north of Questa, in El Rito. They
then merged with El Buen Pastor church,
and underwent an extensive remodel on
their Questa building. It is a beautiful
place of worship.
Gayle has an impressive resume of
community building in our area, and we
are fortunate to have her. She worked for
the Town of Taos in convention and recreation services; for 12 years she planned

events and helped bring the Youth and
Family Center to Taos, along with the
Convention Center. She went on to
become the Taos Chamber of Commerce
Director for 10 years.
For three years before coming to Holy
Cross, Gayle did marketing for the Cumbres/Toltec Railroad, the historic train that
runs from Antonito, Colorado to Chama,
New Mexico. She describes that one as the
best job ever!
Gayle is eager to bring her talents and
experience to Questa. She says that the
beauty of Questa is its readiness; it is ripe
with possibilities, remarking that there
are wonderful things going on in Questa.
Maybe it has always been that way, but it
seems that the pace of change has accelerated. Gayle says that when Questa earned
a National Heritage designation, that was
a turning point, a game changer. Questa is
waking up and going to work, she says.
She notes that there are many good
people building strong relationships with a
willingness to work together and collaborate, and this is what she has desired her
entire life—working with people with
open hearts, building trust. It is exciting
to watch the community and the people
in it blossom. The Questa area has the
right people doing the right things at the
right time. “We all get to play together,”
Gayle laughs.
As pastors of Living Word Ministries,
Gayle and Peter have created a community
center that they want to share with other
groups. They love to work together with
other churches, the schools, the village,

Photo by JasperK Photography (Jasmine Peralta-Kingery)

Gayle Martinez taking a break from her
colorful life!

and businesses, to meet the needs of our
families. In November and December,
they offered Grief Share Training, both
for those who are grieving and those
who want to be more available to those
who grieve.
Their New Thirst Christian Recovery Group meets every Friday and gives
quality support in overcoming substance
abuse and addiction. It is led by a husband
and wife team, Thomas and Rhonda Donaldson, trained as facilitators in Christian recovery.
Living Word Ministries offers a variety
of seasonal events. Mother’s Spa Day in

May before Mother’s Day is over the top,
offering mothers, grandmothers, stepmothers, or any mother figure a day to get
facials, manicures, pedicures, haircuts, and
make-up. They have a kids play corner,
a prayer circle, many different teas and
gifts—everything moms deserve! They
also have a community garden. Come
springtime, you are invited to join them—
call them so you can help out with preparation and planning. And you can help
celebrate the Harvest Festival in October,
complete with homegrown pumpkins.
Living Word Ministries, while receiving offerings, professes a different view of
tithing than what most folks understand:
they tithe to our community. Believing
that it is better to give than receive, LWM
creatively supports the community, including the Food Pantry, CAV, and to our
local EMS and veterans groups, to name
a few. Sponsoring back-to-school events,
they give school supplies to students.
During COVID-19 last year, they gave gift
certificates for $2,500 worth of classroom
supplies to Questa teachers.
Gayle reminds us that the word community includes the word UNITY—that’s
what it’s all about.
Please join Gayle and Peter Martinez
and their congregation at Living Word
Ministries, 12 Llano Road, in Questa. They
are available for coaching and counseling
and overall support. (575) 741-08099;
www.lwmsite.org; check out Facebook.
com/lwmsite for the latest. They are listed
in Questa del Rio News Church Directory on page 39.

Harvest Questa Announces Its New Name: Freedom Center Church
By KRISTI GONZALES
Harvest Questa, an Assemblies of
God church, has changed its name to
Freedom Center Church. “Church for the
rest of us!”
For the past five years, Harvest Questa
was the “daughter” church of Harvest
Fellowship, in Albuquerque, NM. As of
October 31, it began transitioning to a
“sister” church, as they are now serving
our community without needing to rely
on resources or financial support from
another church.
Since June 2017, Harvest Questa has

been led by Pastor Kristi Gonzales and her
husband, Associate Pastor Johnny Gonzales. Both Kristi and Johnny are happy
to remain as pastors. They are looking
forward with excitement to this change,
which makes room for the members to
offer themselves to the overall growth of
this local church and community.
“The new name reflects our freedom
from the attitudes, facades, and the religious pharisees found in many churches.
The new name is also a declaration that
in the power of Jesus we are free! We are
free from the strongholds of addiction,
depression, and hopelessness. We are free

from the heaviness of sin and oppression.
We are free to live a life that abounds
and brings glory to God. All are free to
come to Freedom Center Church to hear
the gospel, and to experience hope,” says
Pastor Kristi.
Please join us on any Sunday for our
worship service from 11 am to 12:30 pm.
Upcoming Freedom Center
Church Events:
Dec. 31 from 6 pm to midnight—New
Year’s Eve Praise Party, all ages invited to
join us for a fun night with cool people,
delicious food, games, music, and a movie.

Children are welcome to attend with a
supervising adult.
Sunday, January 9—After the service at
11 am, Freedom Church will celebrate its
Grand Opening with a celebration lunch.
February 14, 5:30 - 8:30 pm—Kids
Night Out, where kids ditch the parents
and join the free fun. Mark your calendar
for an evening of games, food, and prizes.
Adults with cleared background checks
will be hosting all the fun activities.
Reach Pastor Kristi Gonzales at (575)
770-1714; kristi@freedomquesta.com or
the website freedomquesta.com; located at
2558 Hwy 522, Questa, NM 87556.

CALL OR E–MAIL US FOR ADVERTISING RATES! (575) 586–2258 or QuestaDelRioNewsAds@gmail.com
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Festive Fellowship Encourages Personal Peace and Passion for 2022
From LIVING WORD MINISTRIES
A traditional three-course tea and
warm fellowship abounded at Living
Word Ministries’ Annual Women’s
Christmas Tea Party, held this past
November 28, with women from all
around the Enchanted Circle. Over 70
women attended, representing multiple
generations and faiths, business sectors,
and walks of life.
This event began five years ago, with
Nancy Levy and Gayle Martinez joining
forces. Add to this mix the decorator
extraordinaire Yvonne Garcia and you
have an event that has made its mark
on northern New Mexico. Women look
forward to this annual gathering to
prepare for the holidays, to rejuvenate,
and to be inspired.
Nancy Levy, who professionally

catered tea parties in the 1980s and
90s, has passed on her craft to Erica
Apodaca, who recently started her
own business doing specialty tea parties and cakes.
To encourage warm conversations,
organizers invited a dialogue for personal activation. They asked each table
to discuss individual passions around
community issues. The following
questions were posed: What issues need
to be addressed in our communities
and what can each one of us do to work
towards making things change?
Familiar community problems came
up, such as drug and alcohol abuse and
the domestic violence associated with
it. Others brought forward the need to
get involved in community elections,
boards, and commissions. But the tangible issue that came forward for all was

that we can love one another, without
judgement, seeking to encourage each
other, and to live our best life, whatever
that may look like.
“For our tea party this year, it was
important for us to acknowledge multiple roles of women, as wife, mother,
sister, grandmother, entrepreneur, etc.
We wanted to create an environment
where women could relax and enjoy
themselves, and visit with one another
over holiday tea and goodies prepared
with creativity and love. I believe we
did just that,” said Gayle Martinez,
co-pastor at Living Word Ministries,
host of the event. “The event was about
having important dialogues, mentoring,
networking, and empowering women
to be the change they desire to see for
themselves, their families, and their
communities.”

Courtesy Photo

Warm and fruitful conversations with lots of tea!

To learn more about events with
purpose, go to www.lwmsite.org; follow
Living Word Ministries on social media
at Facebook/lwmsite.org, or contact
Pastor Gayle Martinez at pastorgayle@
lwmsite.org; (575) 613-8010.

Cerro/Questa Friendship Circle Membership Dues Increase
By ERNESTO CISNEROS
AND FLAVIO CISNEROS
Dear Friendship Circle members (and
potential members!),
We hope this letter finds you in good
spirits and good health during this holiday season and into the new year. Here
are some important changes that are
coming soon that were voted on by the
members of the Cerro/Questa Friendship
Circle during the October and December meetings.
With the ongoing pandemic, it’s become costly to operate under the current
membership dues that each of you gratefully contribute. The costs of rent, goods,
and services is becoming strenuous to

our finances. Therefore, membership
dues, regardless of residency, will increase
starting January 1, 2022. The rates are
being changed as follows: $15 to $25, $30
to $50, and $50 to $75. To find out your
rate and how you will be affected, contact
Flavio Cisneros at (575) 779-4609 or
Loveida Cisneros at (575) 586-1112.
Our organization wouldn’t be possible without you! These measures are
required in order to continue providing
for families and our community during
their times of grief. We also want to
emphasize the importance of participation in the program. Our senior and
consistent members are limited and can
only provide so much. We ask that more
members, specifically those who do not

participate, to step forward and help.
Lastly, we would like to thank the
outgoing officers and welcome the
new ones! Thank you for your service
and dedication to the program: Vickie
Cisneros, former president; Magdalena

Mascarenas, former vice-president; and
Evelyn Quintana, former treasurer.
Welcome Flavio Cisneros, president;
Marcia Romero, vice-president; Manuel
Romero, treasurer; and Loveida Cisneros,
continuing secretary.

The Cerro/Questa Friendship Circle was founded by locals in the community to provide a
meal to families of lost loved ones during their time of grief. The organization’s purpose
is to help and give back to its members during a stressful time. Members pay into the
organization to ensure their family and friends are given a meal following the funeral
service at the time of their passing. Anyone is eligible and welcome to join and in turn is
expected to help with meals as part of the membership, such as preparing food, serving,
or cleaning up. For more information, contact Flavio Cisneros (575) 779-4609 or Loveida
Cisneros (575) 586-1112.

Limited Time Offer!
New Auto LoansAs
Yo
u

Low As*

1.99%

CA

N af

o rd t h a t n e w c a r !

* rates based on member’s credit score and vehicle
mileage. Check with a QCU loan officer for details.
Subject to all policy requirements.
Not a member yet? Joining is easy. Call today! (575) 586-0423
Questa Credit Union 2433 Hwy 522 Questa, NM 87556
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What’s Happening At Red River Valley Charter School?

Courtesy Photos

Courtesy Photo

Mrs. Claus surprises young students at the Red River Library and
reads them a story.

Students deliver food boxes to cars, ready to deliver!

By KIMBERLY RITTERHOUSE
Service Learning
Pre-K through 8th-grade students
participated in a canned food and
non-perishables food drive for Love
Thy Neighbor Food Distribution
Center, from November 1 through
December 3.
The 7th and 8th graders then volunteered at the Love Thy Neighbor Center
on Friday, December 3. They helped
with packing boxes, loading cars, and

general cleanup. Part of service learning
includes a written reflection from each
student. The quotes provided are from
two of the students—included to show
you the impact that service learning can
have on our youth.
Michael Mileski: "I think the food
bank is a great idea. I am proud that
I did that work and was able to help
people get the food they need."
Ayanna Blood: "I feel proud we
were able to help and that they [the
adult volunteers] were happy to

Questa Del Rio News Staff Writer
Wins Journalism Awards
BY STAFF WRITERS

Our very own staff reporter (and
last summer’s intern), Ernesto Cisneros,
has won two Best of School Newspapers
Online (SNO) awards through his college
newspaper, The Round Up, at New Mexico
State University in Las Cruces.
Ernesto has been working at The
Round Up as a staff writer since August
2021, after his summer internship with
The Questa Del Rio News. He won the
awards for two articles, entitled “Efforts
Continue to Departmentalize NMSU’s
Borderlands and Ethnic Studies Program,”
and “NMSU Faculty Have Mixed Reactions Towards Vaccine Requirements.”
To be eligible for the awards, a writer
must meet certain criteria related to AP
(Associated Press) style, overall structure,
and formatting for the SNO platform,
(which The Round Up operates under). Articles are nominated by newspaper editors
and chosen by the SNO team for publication on their national platform, highlighting student work, at BestofSNO.com.
“I’m extremely grateful to have received
these awards and grateful to those who
continue to support my journalism jour-

Courtesy photo

Ernesto Cisneros, reporter for Questa Del Rio News
and staff writer for the NMSU Round-Up, with
his two SNO Awards for outstanding student
journalism.

ney. I want to especially thank my editors,
Lou McCall (Questa Del Rio News) and
Raul Flores (The Round Up), for helping
and pushing me to become a stronger and
better writer,” Ernesto said.
Ernesto will continue his work at The
Round-Up next semester as their new political writer, covering politics and government issues at NMSU and the Associated
Students of New Mexico State University.
Congratulations, Ernesto!
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Ms. Polk's 5th and 6th grade class decorates the fence line to spruce up
the campus for the holidays.

have us there."
Sharing the Holiday Spirit
The 5th and 6th grade class decorated the school fence line to spread some
holiday cheer. They worked in pairs to
design and organize the decorations for
each panel of fencing. The students felt
that the candy canes and glitter tinsel
would "spruce up the school." Ha ha,
get it? Spruce… as in a Christmas tree!
Mrs. Claus Makes a Surprise Visit
to Red River Library

The kindergarten and first-grade
class had a wonderful surprise while
visiting the Red River Library. Mrs.
Claus stopped by to read to them! The
children were delighted and listened
attentively. Then students created
Christmas ornaments to take home
and share with their families. Before
heading back to the school campus,
students looked around the library,
found books to check out, and proudly
handed Town Librarian Mrs. Fagan
their library cards.

QISD WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULES
Boys Basketball
01/6-8 NRG, Espanola HS
Away TBD
01/11 Native American Academy, Albq. (Varsity) Away 5:30 pm
01/14 Centennial, San Luis (Varsity)
Home 6:30 pm
01/15 ATC, Santa Fe
Home 5:00 pm
01/18 Cimarron
Away 5:30 pm
01/20 Escalante
Home 5:30 pm
01/22 Mora Away
2:30 pm
01/27 Mesa Vista
Home 4:30 pm
01/29 McCurdy
Home 2:30 pm
02/03 Peñasco
Away 5:30 pm
02/05 Escalante
Away 2:30 pm
02/10 Mora Home
4:30 pm
02/12 Mesa Vista
Away 2:30 pm
02/17 McCurdy
Away 4:30 pm
02/19 Peñasco
Home 2:30 pm
Girls Basketball
01/6-01/08 NRG (Espanola HS)
Away TBD
01/11 Native American Academy, Albq. (Varsity) Away 4:00 pm
01/14 Centennial (San Luis) (Varsity)
Home 5:00 pm
01/18 Cimarron
Away 4:00 pm
01/20 Escalante
Home 4:00 pm
01/22 Mora Away
1:00 pm
01/27 Mesa Vista
Home 3:00 pm
01/29 McCurdy
Home 1:00 pm
02/03 Peñasco
Away 4:00 pm
02/05 Escalante
Away 1:00 pm
02/10 Mora Home
3:00 pm
02/12 Mesa Vista
Away 1:00 pm
02/17 McCurdy
Away 3:00 pm
02/19 Peñasco
Home 1:00 pm

Middle School Basketball Boys
01/03
Mesa Vista
Away
01/05
McCurdy
Away
01/10
Peñasco *
Away
1/13-15
NRG (Escalante) Away
02/02
Taos
Away

5:00 pm Comb 7&8
5:00 pm Comb 7&8
5:00 pm
TBD
4:00/5:00 pm

Middle School Basketball Girls
1/03
Mesa Vista
01/05
McCurdy
01/10
Peñasco*
1/13-15
NRG (Escalante)

4:00 pm Comb 7&8
4:00 pm Comb 7&8
4:00 pm
TBD

Away
Away
Away
Away

*Girls’ teams play first: when there are four games, the rotation is 7th
grade girls, 7th grade boys, 8th grade girls, and 8th grade boys.
For more info, contact the Schools office or Coach Ernie Griego
at (575) 586-0421.
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A project of Roots and Wings Community School
The following articles were all written by
students in grades 6 to 8 at Roots and Wings
Community School (RWCS), a free public charter
school located in Lama, New Mexico. RWCS is
an expeditionary learning-inspired school where,
each semester, students complete a product that
is related to what they learned—one that is selfdirected, rigorous, and has an authentic audience.
These products take many forms, from cookbooks
to trail guides to crafting and selling distilled oils.

This semester, our middle school students
interviewed a variety of individuals who work in
the larger agricultural community of northern New
Mexico; and from those interviews, they wrote the
following articles and designed the newspaper
layout and insert you see here. The students crafted
their own questions and conducted the interviews
entirely independently. With these articles, we
hope to highlight the myriad of work being done
to improve agriculture in our community and just a

few of the people working to make local food more
sustainable, just, and equitable for both people
and the land. We hope you enjoy the articles our
students have worked so hard on.
If you would like to know more about RWCS and
expeditionary learning, the school can be reached
at (575) 586-2076. We are currently accepting
students for the second semester in both our K-2
and 6-8 classrooms.

Root&Wings

Community School

Interested in our school? Call us for more information. We look forward to hearing from you!
https://www.ruralcharterschools.org/roots-and-wings-community-school

Conversations
with New Mexico
Agricultural Change Makers

Courtesy Photo
Back row L to R: Amelia Eshleman, Gabriella Ortiz, Aliyn Dunbar, Dusty Elsasser, Koda Segura, Ilan O’Donnell, Gabriel Chavez, Aiden Stow and Will Place
Front row L to R: Kyla Stow, Claudio Montoya, Savannah Rusk-Herrera, Ashton Huck, Bastian Ludwig, Abigail Tucker and Xeno Landis
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Tiana Suazo Provides for her Community
Root&Wings

for the land but also for the health of themselves.
“When food prices are constantly going up too.
So being here at the Red Willow Center I want to
encourage more people in my community to farm
and grow food.”
Tiana also shared with me that Red Willow
Center runs a youth internship program to help
out the community by building up the youth’s work
ethic for a real job in the future. “We pay our kids
$14 an hour to help and they work maybe about 27
hours a week and they love it.” Red Willow Center
also runs its own farmers market. The market
doesn't only sell their own produce; local farmers
can also sell their produce at the Red Willow
Centers farmers market.
All and all, the Red Willow Center helps out
the community with their market, youth internship
program, and many other ways. They encourage
people to farm for themselves and live a better life.
So if you want to do your part and support a local
business, next time you visit Taos Pueblo go and
check them out!

Courtesy Photo
Tiana Suazo works with another member of Red
Willow Farm to plant fields

Judy Torres and the Taos Valley
Acequia Association
By Ilan O'Donnell: Grade 8
buds so they know what good fresh food tastes
like. My dad would always say you need to eat food
nine times before you can decide if you like it or not.
Also junk food like Cheetos and stuff like that have
so much sugar and salt you don't need to try it cause
you get instant flavor that you like but it is not good
for you.
Judy Torres is a very nice lady and her
organization does great things for the Taos Valley
like managing freshwater, helping bring fresh foods
to school, and lots of other things like that. On the
other hand you should go check out their website
https://www.taosacequias.org/. Remember where
you get your food.

We are currently accepting students for the second semester
in both our K-2 and 6-8 classrooms.
(575) 586-2076

(575) 586-2076

and associations like hers,because while we are in
this drought that has been going on for 20+ years we
need people who manage the water and how it is
used correctly.
Water is very important in northern New Mexico
because we are in a drought and have been for 20+
years and it is required to survive to have people
who know how to manage water like Judy Torres.
She also thinks if they can educate everybody on
how to use their water rights and garden, the valley
will be more sustainable. She also thinks that it is
better for kids to eat fresh vegetables than processed
food for lunch at school.
Judy thinks growing food and giving it to kids
while they are younger and developing their taste

35 La Lama Rd, Questa, NM 87556

Judy Torres is the director of the Taos Valley
Acequia Association. It was founded in 1989 to
educate the people who ask about their water rights
and help them manage their acequias. She worked
there for two years then left to do a different job
then returned for 12 more years and she hasn't left
since. She really enjoys it and she is doing great for
northern New Mexican agriculture.
Judy and her association also play a big role
in organic food and agriculture. In Taos organic
food is very important because it's very easy to eat
unhealthy food so when there's more options for
healthier food options it has better results for the
community. Judy has a very positive impact on the
community of Taos. I think that we need more people

Interested in our school? Call us for more information. We look forward to hearing from you!
https://www.ruralcharterschools.org/roots-and-wings-community-school

Tiana Suazo is the executive director of two
years at Red Willow Center in the Taos Pueblo.
In the beginning, it was hard being the executive
director. But as she learned, it became less of a
challenge and more fun working out in the fields.
Tiana went to school for a business degree
and expected to start her own business as an artist
or a musician. Once she was out of college, she
got an internship at the Taos County Economic
Development Corporation for marketing. The
internship required her to do 10 hours of community
service. It was then that she discovered her love for
farming. “Some days I'll be in the farm harvesting
and weeding, which are the better days. Then the
other days I'll be in my office, writing grants, doing
paperwork, and a bunch of boring employer stuff,”
said Tiana.
Red Willow Center primarily serves to supply
the Taos Pueblo community. With prices at grocery
stores constantly going up, Tiana strives to keep
the Red Willow market pricing low. She encourages
people to grow some of their own food, not only

Community School

By Bastian Ludwig: Grade 7
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Community School

Interested in our school? Call us for more information. We look forward to hearing from you!
https://www.ruralcharterschools.org/roots-and-wings-community-school

Root&Wings

With Great Power Comes Great Responsibility
By Will Place: Grade 8

Courtesy Photo
Representative Fernandez’s official portrait.
On November 17 I interviewed Representative
Teresa Leger Fernandez about her job and how she
helps people in New Mexico. She is on the Natural

Resources Board, the Public Lands Committee, and
is the Chair of the Committee of Indigenous People.
I would like to write about an average day but as
Representative Fernandez said, “The great and kinda
fun thing about my job is there isn't an average day.”
So I will write what she’s doing to help. How is she
helping with climate change? How is she helping
with water rights? All this and more will be answered
in this article.
Some of the unique things that Teresa Leger
Fernandez is doing for the US and New Mexico is
that she helped get better broadband for the US
by asking the people of New Mexico what they
wanted, and they wanted broadband or in some
cases broadband they never had. Also they wanted
better water and wastewater systems. She also went
on an Aqua es Vida tour which as Representative
Fernandez said, “I also went on Agua es Vida in
northern New Mexico because the best way to
represent a community is to go and talk to people.”
So she has done a lot of unique things to help
people all over the US and New Mexico.
Representative Fernandez has always loved to
help people. Her parents, both teachers, have always
fueled her passion to help people. The first job she
had was in the Youth Conservation Corps in which
she helped the community. She loves to talk to

people and, “In this job I can help people all across
the country and in New Mexico.” She also likes that
her district is big so she can talk to a lot of people.
She is helping with cleaning up nature by
making mining and oil companies clean up their
mess, such as protecting the Pecos River from toxic
mining spills. The federal governor is forcing the oil
and gas companies to clean up. She is also helping
with climate change, though she does not support
nuclear energy as an in-between from fossil fuels to
completely green energy. The mining is dangerous,
and the uranium mines can become Superfund
sites after they stop mining. At the end of the life of
uranium we don't have good ways to deal with the
nuclear waste. So she is helping protect the climate
and mother nature.
Teresa also likes New Mexico’s best food
debate: what is the best type of Chile: red, green,
or Christmas? She said, “You know, I’m a Christmas
kind of girl.” She says nothing is better than a good
green chile soup on a cold winter day but red chile
is great on Frito pies and enchiladas. The only bad
thing about her job is plane travel and that DC has
no good chile spots. In conclusion, she is passionate
about her job and loves helping people, “In this
job I can help people all across the country and in
New Mexico.”

Making Dreams A Reality
By Xeno Landis: Grade 6
Mercedes Rodriguez works for Taos County
Economic Development Corporation. She works at
a non-profit in Taos where they work with economic
food development. They create programs to help
the community with diversification of income and
help them create their own business. She has been
with the Taos County Economic Development
Corporation for 20 years and she's been the current
Executive Director for 2 and a half years.
A usual day starts at 9 am and goes until 7 to 8
pm. Mercedes helps turn your dreams into reality by
selling your product at local stores. Mercedes helps
you turn your dish into a thing you can sell at the
local store. She provides a certified kitchen where
you can sell it at a local store, for example Cid’s or
Smith’s. While it's really hard to do the contract with
Cid’s or Smith’s, she will help you do the paperwork.
An important part of her job is the Mobile

Matanza. The Mobile Matanza is a place where
you can kill your cow humanely and they cut it into
pieces
so you can freeze it. She can also help you with
selling the cow for top dollar. She can also help you
turn your kale into pesto by helping you process it
in her certified kitchen and then you can sell it at a
local store.
Her favorite thing to do is to grow the plants
and process them at the certified kitchen because
she can take them to public schools and give them
away. She loves to live in this nice environment with
plants and making food and helping people make
their dishes. She also likes to be around people since
COVID happened.
She thinks her job makes a difference because
farmers and ranchers are devoted and committed
to finding new ways to grow vegetables. Also she

is offering classes helping farmers reach rancher
goals to become more sustainable in how they ranch
animals and grow crops. COVID has really changed
her job because of the social distance. It was really
hard on her because she loves to be a hands-on
person; she likes to be out in nature and she likes to
interact with people.
What I got out of this story is that Mercedes
works for the Taos County Economic Development
Corporation and she basically helps you make your
dish and helps you sell it. Also she helps you with
the diversification of income and helps people create
their own business. She likes to be outside and
hands-on. She does not have the least favorite part
of her day. She will help you with making and selling
your dish.

We are currently accepting students for the second semester in both our K-2 and 6-8 classrooms.
(575) 586-2076
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Gaea McGahee and the Farmers Market
Root&Wings

Courtesy Photo
Gaea McGahee at the Questa Farmers Market
Her passion grows when she sees growth in the
market, she wants to continue doing it. She cares
about the local food because it's all organic and
healthy. She likes that people who live in Questa
don't have to drive all the way to Taos to get fresh,
local food.
Gaea has to do a lot of work on the computer
which is not her favorite part. The Questa Farmers
Market started back in 2016 but officially began in
2017. She never does virtual interviews but this one
was her first time. She only gets paid for certain
parts of running the market, like putting up the fence.
Lots of people are interested in the market but they

make belts, jewelry, and art, not a lot of food.
I was impressed with Gaea because she gardens
and cares about food. She helps the community by
getting vendors who want to sell food and other
things there. She helps the community by making
there be a place to meet instead of driving all the
way to Taos. Another way she helps the community
is by having the vendors sell food and other things
useful for others. I also like that we are both cat
people. She plants cat grass for her cats. She told me
how you can make catnip tea and how catnip is a
part of the mint family.

Megan Boatright Preserves Land In
Northern New Mexico
By Dusty Elsasser: Grade 7
also likes meeting new people and working with other
associations. Megan's job helps with food supply by
leasing the land so that crops and other things can be
grown and stuff. Some of Megan's least favorite things
are sitting at the desk all day and not going outside
and doing anything. COVID has also impacted her job
a lot, such as not being able to go to the office and
talk to people. Being that Megan can’t go to the office,
she has been doing a lot of online work.
Megan loves the outdoors so she became the
rangeland ecologist so she can help the land and
make sure that it is taken care of properly. Being the
rangeland ecologist she gets to travel all over the state
and work on land in all sorts of different places. In the
future, Megan hopes to keep helping the environment
to keep it healthy.

(575) 586-2076

which is the land that is underground; she leases this
land to gas companies and more.
As the rangeland ecologist she is helping
agriculture by working with the land or with the
people to maintain the land for future generations.
This helps the land in northern New Mexico by
helping the animals and the plants that live on the
land so that we have food and other things we need.
Some of the other ways this job supports northern
New Mexico is that the money that is made off the
land goes straight to the beneficiaries, such as schools
and hospitals. By helping the land, she is helping
everyone by having places to grow crops and graze
animals.
Megan's favorite part of her job is going out and
seeing places that a lot of people haven't seen. Megan

35 La Lama Rd, Questa, NM 87556

I got to interview Megan Boatright. She is the
rangeland ecologist for the State Land Office and
she has been working as the rangeland ecologist for
about five years now. Before she moved to Taos she
always loved the outdoors, so she decided to become
the rangeland ecologist because there is a lot of
outdoor work and traveling.
As the rangeland ecologist she works in the
Surface Resources Division. Some days she is
reviewing applications or working out in the field.
The State Land Office manages over 9 million acres
of land. Being the rangeland ecologist she also goes
and meets with ranchers to decide what they need to
do with the land. She is also in charge of leasing land
and taking care of it if the person who leased it needs
help. Megan also has the job of leasing mineral land

Interested in our school? Call us for more information. We look forward to hearing from you!
https://www.ruralcharterschools.org/roots-and-wings-community-school

Gaea McGahee is the volunteer coordinator of
the Questa Farmers Market. She organizes music
every Sunday and arranges the vendors that sell
there. There are twenty markets during the summer
growing season. The farmer’s market business
went official when they started accepting food
stamps. She tries to recruit food vendors to help the
businesses sell food and crafts. Her main job is to
organize the Questa Farmer’s Market.
Gaea’s inspiration came from her mom who
usually took her to a farmers market when she
was younger and she ended up selling bead bugs.
There was no place in Questa to meet until the
farmers market came. The Questa Farmer’s Market
is a storefront for local producers to earn money.
Gaea’s job has a lot of different parts. The key thing
is interfacing with the vendors. The Farmer’s Market
acts as an umbrella, under it are all these people that
sell things.
Gaea works with teenagers who want to be
farmers market interns. She loves to work with
interns. The pandemic started creating interruptions
but since the food is local, people can be more
secure. She says if you can live locally you can
pollute less, in this way the farmers market also helps
the environment.
Gaea likes to bake pizza and other foods in
the horno she built along with other community
members. Also she likes to plant and grow gardens.

Community School

By Abigail Tucker: Grade 6
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Root&Wings

Tyler Eshleman for a Better Tomorrow
By Kyla Stow: Grade 8

Courtesy Photo
Tyler Eshleman and one of his goats, Sybil

Tyler Eshleman works for The New Mexico
Coalition To Enhance Working Lands. NMCEWL
is a coalition of over 65 organizations that work in
agriculture, along with policies such as conservation
and water. Eshleman described the work as, “Figuring
how we build best practices together, in a way that
is research-based, is practice-based, is focused on
equity and justice… and putting people first.”

Eshleman works 40-hour weeks and splits
days between organizations and companies,
focusing on what they need support in. This could
consist of: field work on farms and ranches, US
forestry land, running monitor and evaluation, and
conflict transformation. “Some parts of what I do
are directly working on testing soil, and pulling
together resources that communities can share that
directly impact their operation.” A great deal of what
he handles is working with Indigenous tribes and
peoples on what they have been wronged in, or what
they have not been able to express. “It’s really about
how do we get everyone back to a space where
they feel comfortable… where they can bring their
whole selves to communicate about their needs, and
whatever it might be to communicate. Or
however they want to operate in that community,”
said Eshleman.
Long term for Tyler is figuring out how to build
trust, to be able to communicate differences when
the state has regulations, or when people are not
cooperating with one's interest. “You don’t see
immediate results, because that’s building trust and
building relationships and that takes a long time. It
takes a long time of working within that, navigating
and negotiating all the way through that for years
before those outcomes actually have positive results
on them.” The goal of his work is to help and make
people feel heard, and see that they are treated
respectfully so that both sides can walk away feeling
well in what the end agreement is.
Tyler's job is essential to the system of how
agriculture works. It’s imperative that he is present

in the cases he is faced with. Along with this, having
fundamental care in this profession is important. In
an interview, he shared that he has “a passion for
making sure that people can come into a space and
be treated with respect” and creating an environment
in which healing can occur.
At times keeping things under wraps with his own
emotions can be hard. Tyler described times when
there were days that he would get so angry with the
situations that he encountered, he would even break
out in tears. Even though this can be hard, he still
pulls through for the people. “When I am doing this
professionally, or when I am doing it and I am not
the person who is most impacted I feel I have the
responsibility to not show up with that anger… When
I come into that space I have to put my own feelings
aside, and hold the space so that the people who are
most impacted; they can cry, they can yell, they can
be angry.”
It’s no easy task trying to re-write the wrongs of
the past, even more so planning for an unpredictable
future. Whether it is working in a field, or trying to
solve past traumas, Tyler continues to work each
issue with the same effort and passion. He works
hard for things to be fair and heard between both
parties. “Say how our court system is, someone did
something, they are being tried by the state. Not even
by the person who is impacted the most. It’s like the
state is convicting them or punishing them. This is
much more like, everyone had a different experience
within this and felt something. How do we make sure
everyone feels like justice is being done?”

Preserving Land in Taos County
By Ashton Huck: Grade 8
Today I will be sharing with you some things
about Kristina Ortez. She has been working with
the Taos Land Trust since April 2014. She also works
with the New Mexico House of Representatives
and has been working there since January 2021.
She loves her jobs as far as I can tell, and Ms. Ortez
doesn't have very many complaints about her job
other than she can’t really balance her normal life
and her job as much as she wants to.
“My day-to-day is very very different, I always
start by opening my email, it’s like the first thing I
do,” said Ms. Ortez. But her day was very different
when I interviewed her. These are some of the
things she was going to do after; she was going to
check the budget, make elderberry syrup with a
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friend, write grants, and try to find money for a water
line. As you can see, unexpected things come up
as an executive director. “As an executive director
you're kinda in charge of everything.”
She said that the Taos Land Trust works with a
lot of entities and that they own Rio Fernando park
which has a farm that she works on from time to
time. One of the entities they work with is the Native
Plant Society. The Native Plant Society grows most
of the plants that the Taos Land Trust grows on their
farm. After my interview with her she was going to
get on a Zoom call with an important person in the
New Mexican government. He is in charge of the
money, and this call will impact lots of organizations
including her own. “That's an example of where my

days kinda overlap where I have legislative stuff,”
she said.
“It took me a long time to get to the point where
I knew what I wanted to do in my life,” she said. But
Kristina knew that she was interested in helping her
community. She had mentioned that everything that
has happened at the Taos Land Trust isn’t only her
ideas, it's been so many peoples ideas put together
to form something amazing. She likes knowing that
her farm directly gives food to people that work
there, as well as the farmers market. “I really think
that helps the community,” and in the end that’s
what she always wanted.

Root&Wings

Ex-seeding Our Expectations
her field, and supporting more and more people with
their land, she has impacted the future of farmers,
landowners, and people associated with agriculture.
Corilia also owns a field and visits it around four
days a week to make sure everything is going the
way it’s supposed to. Being a good landowner, she
will clean her land and maintain its growth. “I usually
go about 4 days a week to my field, I'll spend from
4:00 to 8:30… two of those days I irrigate… when I’m
there I’m weeding, pruning things, and cutting things
back.”
Farming and agriculture has become so different
these days and not many people are doing it
anymore. Corilia believes that teaching people about
how to maintain their land or farms could shape
a better future for agriculture in New Mexico. “I
want my niece and nephew to have a sustainable
life when they are older, and that can be done by
growing crops and helping with agriculture so
we can prepare for our future generations.” Corilia
cares very much about her niece and nephew; she
wants to work hard so the future generations don’t
have to struggle.
Over the years Corilia has been trying her hardest
to shape the future of our agriculture. She is trying
not to let anyone forget about our ancestors who
worked hard for us to be here. “I don't want people
to forget about agriculture, especially where we live

Courtesy Photo
Corilia Ortega at her farm in Arroyo Hondo
and what our ancestors did for us.” From going to
school for her degree in psychology to helping and
supporting people with land management, Corilia
Ortega is on the path of changing our agriculture for
many years to come.

Who is Stephanie Garcia?
By Gabriella Ortiz: Grade 7 and Savannah Rusk-Herrera: Grade 6
Stephanie used to be a teacher for 3rd grade
but then she wanted to be in public office because
she thought it would have more of an impact. Since
she has grown up raising cattle and ranching, she
knows a lot about what is good and bad for raising
cattle. Her dad and her husband were also ranchers
and that’s where most of her knowledge of ranching
cattle comes from. She cares about local food
because she wants the food to be safe for people to
eat. Agriculture has changed for the better in New
Mexico because of the things Stephanie does to
protect our land.
Stephanie likes to travel but now with the
pandemic she has not been able to do much
traveling anymore. Even though she has not been
able to travel and even though she deals with
criticism for being a politician, the one thing that
can't be stopped is her love for the state of New
Mexico.

(575) 586-2076

could build things on it, and use it for even more
stuff. The land she takes care of is used mostly for
raising crops and animals. Garcia said, “I feel like it is
my job to work for the state that I love.” When asked
about a typical day, Commissioner Garcia told us,
“No two days are the same.”
Garcia is a politician and has been a politician
for 10 years but has held her current position as the
Commissioner for three years. Stephanie has to be
careful of what she says in public so people don’t
criticize her. Stephanie gives a lot of speeches to the
community and it used to be scary at first but now
she is more confident. Everything about herself is
public knowledge, and her children see all the stuff
about her in the newspaper and on tv and it can be
very hard for all of them to deal with the attention.
She believes that the difficulties that come with
being a politician are worth it to take care of the
land she loves.

35 La Lama Rd, Questa, NM 87556

Stephanie Garcia is the Commissioner of Public
Lands.She is the first woman and Latina to ever hold
the position. Her job is to make sure the land she is
responsible for (over 13,000,000 acres) is well taken
care of and is in the proper condition. The part of the
land that the state owns she takes care of. The land
she cares for is not just empty but has shopping
centers, airports, and many more things. She also
comes from a ranching background where they
would run cattle. She is passionate about farming
and ranching because “We are able to eat because
of agriculture.”
She takes people to court when they have
polluted the land she takes care of, “I make people
pay.” When people ruin the land, they take those
people to court and make money off of them. The
money that they make goes to schools. Most of the
land is used by farmers and ranchers. People can
use the land that she takes care of by hiking, they

Interested in our school? Call us for more information. We look forward to hearing from you!
https://www.ruralcharterschools.org/roots-and-wings-community-school

Corilia Ortega lives in Taos, New Mexico, where
she works for an organization called Taos Land
Link. She graduated with her bachelor's degree in
psychology then went to get her masters. Growing
food with her family was always something she
enjoyed doing and she has always been interested
in agriculture. In 2019 she was accepted into a New
Mexico Acequia Association job, but Corilia was
having to drive back and forth between Taos and
Santa Fe. It was getting difficult for her, so she was
able to find a new job at Taos Land Link in early
2020.
Taos Land Link is an organization that supports
farmers and landowners who might be struggling
or are just interested in agriculture. Helping people
in agriculture is something that Corilia finds
very important to where we live. Corilia will visit
landowners and farmers to see if they need help
with their properties or just have simple questions
about agriculture.
Taos Land Link builds workshops and helps to
create healthy natural soils to help the environment
and crops to thrive organically. She believes that
helping people prepare for agriculture could help
our future. “We help people with their farms and
land whether it be getting water rights, what kinds
of foods to grow, or just helping them prepare for
agriculture.” By making natural soils, taking care of

Community School

By Gabriel Chavez: Grade 7
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Leonardo the Mayordomo
By Aliyn Dunbar: Grade 7

Courtesy Photo
Leonardo Ortiz shucks corn from his garden.

I got to interview Leonardo Ortiz who lives in
Arroyo Hondo, NM. His main job is a mayordomo
and he controls the Madre De Llano Acequia.
When he was a kid, he also helped out with
ranching, and now he has his own garden that he
tends to.
As a mayordomo you have to control the flow
of the water so if someone lives near an acequia
and they need water Leonardo would make it
flow their way. “The only thing that doesn't need
water is rocks and that’s why we have acequias,
to help things grow” he specifically said. He also
helps build acequias which require a path to be
dug and is very difficult work that can take up to a
year to build. He also upkeeps them which involves
cleaning them of dead animals, leaves, and other
debris. An everyday thing for Leonardo would be
watering his garden and planting, in addition to
controlling the acequias.
By controlling the water he is helping
agriculture by getting people the water they need.

Ranching helps agriculture by helping animals and
giving them a safe habitat and the resources they
need to survive and repopulate. Leonardo also
said “Ranching helps the environment because
the animals eat the dry grass which helps stop
wildfires.” Ranching provides carbon that helps
purify the air, and helps the soil around where the
animals graze so you can grow better in that area.
Leonardo loves his job as a mayordomo
because he gets to help people by getting them
the water they need for their gardens and things
like that. He also said “I wanted to be a mayordomo
because controlling the water, and working in the
ditch is in my blood.” When he was a kid he was
kind of forced into ranching and that made it very
hard and boring but now he is doing it on his
own time. When he’s not doing what he loves, he
is gardening and growing food for his family and
himself, and he wouldn't have any other way.

Interviewing Tony Valdez
By Koda Segura: Grade 6 and Aiden Stow: Grade 7
We interviewed Tony Valdez. I asked him what
he did and he said he is retired from Cooperative
Extension Services. He did education for kids and
adults. He is now retired. He retired last year. Now he
is a rancher, and does a lot of things with animals.
He worked there for 34 years. He loved what he did,
he got to help and work with agriculture and he said
it made a big change in his life.
He spoke about land grants and how they
helped people grow food and be more independent.
The NM land grant was in Las Cruces. Then there
were universities created for not just rich people. He
said that the university works most with agriculture.
The university was talking about all the things
but it was not going out to people and giving
them new information. So they started making
Cooperative Extension Services so people can get
that information. That's who he worked for. And
adults did not want to adapt to it so that's when they
started 4-H. The kids were good at agriculture so

...A

they were teaching their parents. Then the parents
realized that the kids were good so they started
to adapt to it. Tony said when he is working all
he thinks about is making it better, doing the job
that needs to be done at work. He said there are
things you need to do to accomplish what you're
doing. One of the things he did in his work for 8-9
years is he took a bull and tested how he eats and
grows and looked at genetics and then applied
this knowledge to other bulls and other ranchers.
Then the ranch started to fall apart because the
owner didn't feel like doing it anymore, but this is
an example of what he did with that knowledge. He
took it and went to other people and ranchers and
gave them that knowledge. He also looked at crop
and food production. He said sustainability is a term
that came out 30 years ago.
Tony pursued that career because his uncle told
him you like it, so do it. So he did it and made a
good career out of it. He went to a college and he
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was pretty good at what he did. He said your job is
your life once you get into it.
Tony impressed me all with what he did, he was
really good at helping the community. It impressed
me that he loved it so much. Most people hate their
job but he loved it. He was a really kind and a cool
guy. He was better than most people I've met who
do the same thing.
The whole bull thing was cool because I help
with a ranch too. It’s awesome that he worked there
for 34 years, crazy that he knew so much about
agriculture and animals, even food. It was impressive
that he did it all. The whole community is cool with
how they help people. It's funny that the kids were
better at it than their parents. I think it's good that
they help the world because people need that, so
they can take care of themselves and their animals
and everything else they need it for. The whole thing
was good in my opinion.

M I N G.

We hope
you enjoyed our articles.

THANK YOU!

EDUCATION

Back to School Means Back to the Library
By MARGARET LEJUSTE
On Tuesday, December 14, the Questa
Public Library hosted students from Alta
Vista Elementary/Intermediate School,
reinstating a beloved tradition that had
been on hiatus for the past three years.
The visitors came in four groups: pre-K
and kindergarten; first and second grade;
third and fourth grade; and finally fifth
and sixth.
The purpose of the school visit program is to introduce the Questa Public
Library to the children of the Questa area
and hopefully instill a lifelong love of
reading. Younger guests were treated to
songs and stories read by library assistant
Valerie Vigil. Older students, veterans of
earlier visits, expressed enthusiasm over
the expanded library and participated in

a scavenger hunt. At the end of the visit,
each child received a gift bag containing
three age- and gender-appropriate books
for their own. Only one young man asked
where the real surprise was!
The library has the full collection for
this year’s Battle of the Books. A survey of
10 and 11-year-olds’ favorite books produced a variety of choices, including Dog
Man, Holes, Ribsy, Wonder, and Diary of
a Wimpy Kid. There was also an eclectic
scattering of varying choices, including
National Velvet, Words on Fire, and Dr.
Suess titles.
Library director Sharon Nicholson
plans to hold another school visit in the
spring. “If you like reading books,” she said,
“you can go anywhere.” For more information regarding Questa Public Library’s
programs, call (575) 586-2023.

Courtesy Photo

Storytime with Valerie Rael!

From the Librarian’s Desk…I Love A New Calendar!
QUESTA

PUBLIC LIBRARY
By SHARON NICHOLSON
It’s the first of 2022! Oh, how I love a
new calendar. All those blank pages just

waiting to be filled in. Adventures to
plan. Places to go. New friends to meet.
Endless possibilities!
The library calendar for 2022 arrived
in October (we plan ahead) and we
immediately started filling in the days
with library activities. On January 21,
we are planning a visit from TWIRL

for Fun Friday. It’s always a great time
when TWIRL brings a STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art,
and math) event to Questa! They will
be back again February 18 and each
month right up to and including our
Summer Reading Program.
Peggy Trigg has mapped out our
future art exhibits on the calendar, so
get your art supplies ready. Soon we
will add the date the parking lot construction begins and then the date for
creating the patio on the east side of the
building. In addition, we are scheduling
computer classes, as soon as we can get
an instructor.
Dropped Stitch, our needlework
club, will be on the calendar in early

winter, too. Never a dull moment for
this library. Meanwhile, we are working
on getting funding for the renovation
of our original building. More dates for
our calendar!
Our Summer Reading Program gets
lots of days on the calendar. This year’s
theme is “Oceans of Possibilities.” We
are in the process of getting those dates
set and you will know soon, so you
can put them on your own summer
calendar. One thing I am sure of is that
we will be giving away bicycles again
this summer! Ask me how you can help
make this happen.
So, whatever kind of calendar you
have, leave some space for library
events. Endless possibilities!

FOR MORE NEWS, PHOTOS & EVENT INFO VISIT QUESTANEWS.COM
As the year 2021 ends and the new year 2022 begins we reflect on what
happened this past year and what the new year may bring.
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for putting your
trust in me for the last 4 years as your Councilor for the Village of Questa.
I have appreciated your support.
My position is up for re-election this year and I have decided
to run for re-election therefore I humbly ask you once again for
your consideration and continued support.
I would also like to encourage anyone out there who
is interested in the future of our Village to run for public office.
Courtesy Photo

Volunteer Nancy Parker helps a Fun Friday participant create a pine cone bird feeder this past December.

Louise Gallegos
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COMMUNITY NEWS

YOLI ACOSTA
By LOU MCCALL
Our Volunteer of the Month for
January is Yoli Acosta, the third of Las
Tres Hermanas to be featured for their
contributions to our community. Her sisters, Benita Muñiz and Jeannie Masters,
were previously nominated for volunteers
of the month, and they all work together
to make Questa and vicinity a wonderful
place to live.
Yoli makes her home in Questa. She
grew up in Cerro and graduated from
Questa High School. She described
herself as a real jock in high school. She
loved sports and played basketball, volleyball, and baseball—she did it all.
Yoli moved away for 20 years and
did many fun things, including a stint as
a team truck driver with her husband.
She lived in far-flung places, including
Wyoming, Denver, and as far away as
Maryland. When her three boys, Joaquin,
Richard, and Miguel started getting older,
she realized she didn’t want them to grow
up in the city, so in 1990 they moved
from Denver back to Questa. It was a
good move. Now her kids are grown; one
is in Las Cruces, one in Lubbock, Texas,
and one is close to home, in Taos. Yoli has
four grandchildren and is retired now.
She devotes much of her free time to
helping others.
Yoli is good at working with people,
which is why she is so appreciated as a
volunteer. She enjoyed her job with the

Taos County Extension Service as a nutritional educator, a project of New Mexico
State University. She went to homes and
schools to help people bring more nutrition into their lives. She taught people to
read labels, cook with healthy ingredients, and how to be good shoppers. The
elderly, she said, were the most vulnerable
and benefited from improved diets, especially those with health concerns, such as
diabetes, high blood pressure and obesity.
While with the County Extension Service, she helped out at the Taos County
Fair, which was always fun. She has great
things to say about the fair, 4-H, and the
benefits of spending time in nature.
“Be careful with technology,” she
warns, as she believes it has bad effects
on the brain and overall health, especially for kids.
Yoli graduated from UNM-Taos and
went to work for Miner’s Transit Company in Red River, where for 19 years she
was a driver and transit supervisor. It was
a great job, she says, The most fun part
was dressing up for Mardi Gras, Halloween, and Christmas. During her time in
Red River, she had many opportunities
to volunteer, especially helping kids,
which she loves.
After Yoli retired, she shifted her focus
to Questa. She now volunteers for Vida
Del Norte Coalition and Questa Creative
Council when they need her, and helps
with events. She is a regular volunteer
at the North Central Food Pantry. Most
recently Yoli started helping out at The
Questa Del Rio News. She volunteers
with distribution and mailings and was
a big help with the newspaper booth
at the Alumbra Christmas Market on
December 11. “I volunteer,” she says, “If
you need help, give me a holler, I will help
you if I can!”

Photo by Benita Muñiz

Yoli Acosta, January’s Volunteer of the Month, is always willing to help!

“This is the time to give back,” she says
of being retired and a volunteer. “If you
appreciate your community, you need to
stick together and work together to keep
things together. We may forget that we
need support. We forget that there are
people here in need, especially the elderly—I am one of them!” she jokes. She

says that in these times, it is becoming
increasingly important to support each
other to move our community forward.
When Yoli is not helping others, she
studies God’s Word. She says about volunteering: “Love thy neighbor as thyself.
That is why I help. Everyone needs help,
and I live by His word.”

Vida Del Norte Year In Review
BY MARIA GONZALEZ
AND JANIE CORINNE
The Vida Del Norte Coalition’s purpose is to help our northern New Mexico
community celebrate LIFE! Our committed coalition members and staff do this
by creating events, educating the public,
changing policy, and creating awareness
to reduce the negative impacts of misuse
of alcohol and other drugs. We know,

without a doubt, that we can live better
with less alcohol and drug use.
Here are some of the highlights of
2021. Please join us as we create more
good health and fun in 2022!
January: We started the year by
hosting a virtual retreat attended by
coalition members and others from our
community. State Representative Kristina
Ortez opened the retreat and joined us in
training about vaping. All were surprised
and saddened to learn that every vape
contains nicotine and other harmful
chemicals that pose real health threats to
us and our children
February: We met with Mayor Linda
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Calhoun of Red River and the former
Marshal Tim Boren to discuss collaboration between Vida and the Red River
community. We were invited to present
information to the Red River Council
as well as the Questa Village Council.
(Red River has since hired a new Marshal, James Johnson, and we are looking
forward to meeting with him in the
near future.)
These presentations shared data about
our middle and high school students’ use
of alcohol and other drugs. We also announced our partnership with Taos Alive,
Rocky Mountain Youth Corps, the Town
of Taos, and several other organizations,

to launch the “Refuse to Provide Alcohol to Minors” campaign on Memorial
Day weekend.
March: Vida began a Healthy Heroes
campaign by setting up a Saint Patrick's
Day scavenger hunt that got families
outdoors together, exploring our roads,
woods, and parks. We were happy to
encourage young and older community
members to interact in a fun way without
drugs or alcohol.
April: Continuing our Healthy Heroes
campaign, many parents and grandparYEAR IN REVIEW cont’d on pg 21

ENCHANTED EATS
1/4 t freshly ground black pepper
1/4 t chile powder or Cholula chili pepper sauce
1/2 t coarse salt
Cook peas in lightly salted water. Drain. Fry
bacon crisp. Use drippings to sauté bell pepper,
onions, and mushrooms. Add sautéed mixture,
crumbled bacon, tomatoes, tomato paste, and
spices to cooked peas. Serve hot. Feeds 6 or 8.

NEW YEAR, NEW AGE, 2022

JANUARY IS
NATIONAL SOUP
MONTH!
BY ELIZABETH BRUNAZZI
These soup recipes feature black-eyed peas,
lentils, and winter vegetables, with all my best
wishes for peace, love, luck, and prosperity in
2022. May the new year bring all our readers
every kind of joy, healing, and renewal. And
then, a good table and some fun!

New Year’s Luck
Black-Eyed Pea Dish
2 C fresh or frozen black-eyed peas
3 strips thick-sliced bacon
3 T finely chopped mushrooms
2 T chopped red bell pepper
2 T finely chopped onion
3/4 C tomatoes, canned or fresh ripe, preferably
Italian plum or Roma, cut into small pieces
1/4 C tomato paste
YEAR IN REVIEW cont’d from page 20

ents brought their little ones to a socially
distanced egg hunt. We also began to
discuss Community Connection days
where our youth would lead cleanup days
at our park and other public places. places. These Community Connection days
took place monthly through October and
were a collaborative effort with LEAP and
other community organizations.
May: Our community suffered a
tragic loss by losing one of our coalition members, Enriquetta Vigil. With
this loss we took a stand and decided to
say, “When is enough ENOUGH?” In
response, we decided it was time to host
our own Town Hall meeting to discuss
and inform the community about the
harsh realities of drinking and driving
and the effects it has on our families and
communities. We also launched our
Refuse to Provide campaign with very
visible banners hosted by our town’s alcohol sellers and covered barricades at both

Spanish Lentil and
Chorizo Soup
2-1/2 C lentils, picked and rinsed
Salt and pepper
1 large onion
5 T extra-virgin olive oil
1-1/2 lbs chorizo sausage, pricked
3 carrots, peeled, cut into 1/4” pieces
3 T minced fresh parsley
3 T sherry vinegar
2 bay leaves
1/8 t ground cloves
2 T sweet smoked paprika
3 garlic cloves, minced
1 T all-purpose flour
Place lentils and 2 t salt in heat-proof container.
Cover with 4 C boiling water: soak 30 minutes.
Drain.
Finely chop the large onion to get 1 cup plus 3
T. Heat 2 T oil in a Dutch oven over medium heat
until shimmering. Add chorizo, brown on all
sides, 6 to 8 minutes. Remove chorizo, reduce
heat to low. Add carrots, 2 T parsley, 1 t salt,
and chopped onion. Cover and cook, stirring
occasionally, until all is soft but not browned,
25-30 minutes.
Add vinegar and lentils to the pot. Increase heat
ends of Questa, the farmers market site,
and the Vida office.
June & July: Vida hosted the Town
Hall meeting where Mayors Mark Gallegos and Linda Calhoun, Representative
Kristina Ortez, and many community
members talked about their experiences
with alcohol and how it has affected their
lives. Vida welcomed MaKayla Martinez
and Juancarlos Ramirez as the first two
summer interns. We also collaborated
with Localogy and Taos Behavioral
Health to provide a three-week summer
camp for the youth of our community, attended by a whopping 54 kids! We began
our free, outdoor Family Movie Nights
and our Teen Nights, both providing
safe places for youth to hang out. These
continued throughout the summer and
early fall.
August: Vida hosted the first ever Kids
Matter Music Fest—an all-day outdoor
celebration, highlighted by the Questa
Schools’ Mariachi students. The fancy,
non-alcoholic mocktails created by the
Active8 youth coalition members were

to medium high. Cook, stirring frequently, until
vinegar starts to evaporate, 3 to 4 minutes. Add
7 C water, chorizo, bay leaves, cloves, and bring
to a simmer. Reduce heat to low, cover and cook
until lentils are tender, about 30 minutes.
Heat remaining 3 T oil in small saucepan over
medium heat until shimmering. Add paprika,
garlic, some grated onion, and 1/2 t pepper.
Cook, stirring constantly, about 2 minutes. Add
flour, continue to stir constantly, 1 minute.
Remove chorizo to a plate, and discard bay
leaves. Stir paprika mixture into lentils. Continue
to cook, 10-15 minutes. Cut chorizo lengthwise
and slice 1/4 inch thick, return to soup. Add
remaining 2 T parsley, heat 1 minute. Season
with extra vinegar, salt and pepper to taste.
This marvelous soup can be made three days in
advance.

Split squash lengthwise and bake face down in a
375 º oven on an oiled tray 30 minutes, until soft.
Cool, scoop out insides, for about 3 C. Put in your
blender with water or stock, purée until smooth,
or hand-purée using a masher and sieve.
Combine in a heavy saucepan with orange juice.
Heat butter in heavy skillet; add garlic, onion,
and spices. Sauté until onion is soft, add
mushrooms, cover, and cook 10 minutes.
Add sauté to squash, scraping skillet for
remainder. Heat gently and taste for seasoning.
Top with yogurt and chopped toasted almonds.
Allow to rest and serve.

Curried Squash
and Mushroom Soup
2 medium acorn or butternut squashes
2-1/2 C water or stock
1 C orange juice
2 T butter or plant butter
1/2 C chopped onion
1 clove crushed garlic
6 oz mushrooms sliced
1/2 t ground cumin
1/2 t coriander
1/2 t cinnamon
3/4 t ground ginger
1/4 t dry mustard
1-1/4 t coarse salt
Dashes of cayenne
Dashes of fresh lemon juice
Yogurt and chopped toasted almonds
a big hit. This event continued to move
our environmental norms towards big
fun without alcohol and drugs. At the
kids backpack/school supply giveaway,
co-sponsored with the faith-based community, everyone received great information about avoiding alcohol and drug use.
Vida surveyed parents there and at the
school welcomed our new superintendent, Mr. John Maldonado. We learned
that almost everyone had noticed the
Refuse to Provide banners and that about
one-third of those parents had changed
an alcohol-related behavior as a result.
September: Vida wrapped up our
summer and ended our fiscal period for
our grant, and looked at changes we will
make for next summer’s Music Fest, and
plans for the year to come.
October: We celebrated Red Ribbon
Week with a mesmerizing guest speaker,
Fabien Ramirez, as kickoff, and ended the
week with the National Guard bringing
a rock-climbing wall and an obstacle
course for the elementary students.
December: Vida partnered with the

Village of Questa to organize the Evening
of Lights celebration. In addition to Santa,
posole, red chile stew, lighting of the
Christmas tree, and inspiring words from
Mayor Mark Gallegos and community
members, we were dazzled and delighted
by the fabulous holiday lights parade.
Big gratitude to all the float-makers for
starting off this new tradition in such
great style!
All year long, Vida Del Norte also
continues to encourage our community
to have fun without drugs and alcohol.
Be a supporter by tagging us as you make
holiday mocktails, with the hashtag
#questalibations, for a chance to win a gift
certificate.
Vida welcomes all members of our
northern New Mexico community to
join the fun as we become healthier and
happier. Please come to our January Coalition Retreat on January 22 from 10 am
to 2 pm. Please contact Maria Gonzalez
at (575) 779-2260 for more information
or visit our website for updates. https://
vidadelnorte.com/
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Reflect and Remember: Pandemic Cuadernos
The Manitos Digital Resolana is a virtual
gathering space for manitos, as people from
rural northern New Mexico and southern
Colorado call themselves. In many villages
throughout this region, the resolana is the sunny
side of a building, where people congregate to
converse and share knowledge and wisdom. This
digital resolana is a space for people from these
rural communities and their urban diasporas,
where people connected to these villages now
live, to reconnect, recollect, record, and reflect
on their shared cultural heritage.

FROM THE MANITOS
COMMUNITY MEMORY PROJECT
As the pandemic was in its first wave,
the Manitos Project identified the need
to document, in some way, pandemic
experiences specific to our Manitos
community in northern New Mexico
and southern Colorado. Parallels with
our region’s unique response to the
1918 influenza epidemic were helpful in
putting those experiences in perspective.
The result is the digital publication of
four cudernos or notebooks, contex-

tualizing the results of that research
and outreach.
Now the Pandemic Cuadernos are
also available in a lovely, physical print
set, as a free resource for classroom
teachers, librarians, and individuals
to reflect on the personal impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The deluxe
package includes a boxed set of four
issues with stickers and a bookmark with
prompts for reflection.
These cuadernos were created by Natasha Vasquez and Lily Padilla, students
at the New Mexico Highlands University

Media Arts and Technology program,
who are interns for the Manitos Community Memory Project.
Funding for this project comes from
the Andrew Mellon Foundation and
from the American Rescue Plan, which
provided funds for pandemic response
and recovery through the New Mexico
Humanities Council.
If you are interested in acquiring sets

either for yourselves, your institution, or
if you work with educators who might
benefit from including these in their
curriculum, please direct them to this
Google form to request (free!) copies:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSeu-r3zGH-SjGCF5YtIYpaI2j1LWJjLIQUlpTaTN8ft5E9KOA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
Learn more from a community
archivist with the Manitos Community
Memory Project, our own Claire Cote, at
(575) 224-9066, or visit: http://nmdigitalheritage.org/s/manitos/page/welcome
and https://manitos.net/2019/01/06/
http-manitos-net-welcome-to-the-manitos-digital-resolana/

Lighting Up Questa
By RACHEL KUC
For the holiday season, the Village of
Questa partnered with Vida Del Norte
Coalition to organize a new event, the
“Evening of Lights,” on December 4 in the
village center. There was a tree lighting,
a Christmas tree tour, music, food, local
craft vendors, a light parade, and even
Santa, who made a jolly appearance.
Days before the event, workers from
the village, volunteers, and Vida Del
Norte spent their afternoons outside in
what was, thankfully, glorious weather,
to string up lights and arrange decorations. The village staff lined up beautiful
handmade farolitos/luminarias that
were lit one by one before the Evening of
Lights. Early on, Mayor Mark Gallegos
and village workers from the village chose
the Christmas tree from the Questa area
forest. Kit Carson Electric Cooperative
graciously came over to install the tree
lights. Valerie and Armando Vigil made
a beautiful wooden sign with the word
“Joy” outlined in lights, with material

that was generously donated by Questa
Lumber & Hardware.
During the Evening of Lights, Santa
sat by the tree to spend a little quality
time with the kids and families of Questa.
The Joy sign illuminated next to Santa
made the scene even more cheerful for
family photos. Vida Del Norte provided
Santa with some brown bag treat sacks
full of apples, oranges, peanuts, and candy
to hand out to the kids. Vida was even
able to sneak in brochures about the dangers of vaping and underage drinking into
the snack sacks, to help spread substance
misuse information for the holidays. The
Granite Company generously donated the
candy for the sacks.
Wendy Medina and her daughter,
Alexandra Romero, of the local catering
company Evelyn's Treats, made delicious
green chili stew, posole, and biscochitos
to give away; Valerie Vigil was there
from Rael's Store & Coffee Shop serving hot cocoa; and Bubba's BBQ food
truck was there all evening selling its
world-class BBQ.
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Before the tree was lit, Mayor Gallegos
thanked everyone who helped make the
evening special. Once the lights turned
on, the scene came to life. Families got
a chance to mingle and children played
amongst the magical glow of the lights,
making the hard work that went into the
display very rewarding.
The Light Parade was led by the Taos
County Police and Questa Fire Department, blaring their sirens and playing
Christmas music. Many local businesses
and community members volunteered
to be in the parade, creating elaborate
holiday floats and spectacular light displays on their vehicles. It was impressive
to see how much effort and attention to
detail people put into transforming their
vehicles into holiday works of art.
One of the best floats of the evening
was on display after the parade outside
of Rael's Store & Coffee Shop—a nativity
scene, made by Denise and Edward Vigil,
in memory of Enriquetta Vigil. A photo
of Enriquetta and her beautiful smile was
illuminated in lights on the float, remind-

ing us that, like Enriquetta, the hard work
that we put into making our community
a better place can make a difference and
continue to inspire us into the future.
For the tree tour, the Questa Girl
Scout Troop and Alta Vista Elementary
School art teacher Ms. Maya MacDonald
had engaged students in grades pre-K
through 6th in making ornaments to
hang on trees sponsored by local businesses. During the tour, those who found
their ornaments received prizes from the
Village of Questa.
Vida Del Norte and the Village of
Questa thank all the local businesses and
volunteers who participated and made
donations to make the Evening of Lights
a special and memorable time for the
holiday. And a special thanks to everyone
who came out that cold evening to help
spread cheer and a sense of pride in our
Questa community!
More photos online @
QuestaNews.com

EVENING OF LIGHTS

Questa's
Evening of Lights
2021
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Local Area Still Reeling From Storm Damages
By LOU MCCALL
Parts of Taos County and Colorado
are still reeling from damage caused by
strong winds on December 15. Winds
clocked at over 100 mph toppled countless trees, some pulled up from the roots,
others snapped in half, landing on power
poles and transformers, and blocking
access to roads and trails. Thousands of
locals were without electricity for over
24 hours and internet service was even
slower to restore. Witnesses commented
that the damage in Taos was concentrated in a long swath about 50 feet wide,
with everything in its path damaged, not
unlike the work of a tornado.
Taos County was declared a state
of emergency. Red River was hard hit;
electrical service in the upper valley/Bobcat Pass area took several days to restore.
While Kit Carson Electric crews worked
around the clock making quick progress
replacing poles, there were supply issues
with replacing transformers, which
slowed down efforts. Some electrical
components imported from China were
unavailable.
Our bitter storm came just days after
tornadoes ripped through six states.
Hardest hit was Kentucky. Crews and
supplies from across the US were sent
to help restore the devastation, leaving
western states with a shortage of linemen,
transformers, and other equipment.
Parts of Colorado were also left without power for days. Colorado Springs
suffered outages, clocking winds at 102
mph at the Air Force Academy. Repairs
were slow because personnel were doing
relief work in Kentucky and neighboring
states. Electrical transformers that were
available were sent to that region.
The outage stopped work for those
reliant on technology. Even the US

OBITUARY

SANG SOON KWON

Photo by Geoff Goins

Mike Ritterhouse leans against a fallen behemoth at the Enchanted Forest Cross Country Ski Area in Red River.

Postal Service was unable to process mail
without electricity and internet. For those
who rely on well water pumped with electricity, this outage was a real crisis. (It’s a
good idea to have water stashed for such
an emergency.) While those prepared
with candles and kerosene lamps were
cozy and content, others were not so
comfortable.
The Enchanted Forest Cross Country
Ski Area remains closed due to significant damage. Ellen Goins reports: “We
estimate tens of thousands of trees are
down throughout the forest—about 3,000
are down just on the ski trails at EFXC.
Co-owner Geoff and longtime general
manager Mike Ritterhouse figured there
were about 100 trees per linear kilometer and using that estimate and the total
cross country ski area acreage of about
640 acres, my brother, John Miller, a
physicist with the University of Houston,
estimated 26,000-33,000 trees are down

just within our forest permit area in the
Carson National Forest.”
Bobby Ortega, President of the Board
of Trustees for Kit Carson Electric Co-op,
said there were eight different crews from
Kit Carson working tirelessly to restore
service. They re-routed electricity from
the Eagle Nest array to other hard-hit areas. Ortega is proud of these linemen and
engineers, working long hours, sometimes in sub-freezing temperatures and
other harsh conditions. Kudos to these
essential workers!
Luis Reyes, Jr., CEO of Kit Carson,
said he had never seen anything like this
storm—thunder, lightning, rain, sleet,
snow, and extreme winds that blew roofs
off houses. When asked if the growing
extreme weather is caused by global
warming, he said, “We are never going
to beat Mother Nature.” Climate change
may require a new assessment of design
criteria for America’s power grid: power

poles may need to be thicker and underground electric lines may become part of
the conversation.
Please report any outages you experience to Kit Carson directly. The number is
(575) 758-6100.

Sang Soon Kwon, age 84, of Questa, passed away on Christmas Day. Mr.
Kwon was born in South Korea near the
current Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) on
the 10th lunar month, 1st lunar day of the
Year of the Ox, 1937. He was from a Buddhist family and later became a Christian.
After losing his father during the
Korean War and as the oldest son, Mr.
Kwon became the family breadwinner.
At the age of 12 he was a photographer’s
apprentice and eventually opened several
photography studios in Seoul.
Mr. Kwon came to the US in 1979 and
put four children through college. He

loved everything American, especially
chocolate. He loved the smothered burrito, Memphis style, from Shotgun Willie’s
in Red River (see our Father’s Day issue,
June 2019). Mr. Kwon was proud of his
teeth. He was a frequent flosser and had a
beautiful smile.
Mr. Kwon moved to Questa after his
fourth divorce to live with his daughter,
Hae Won Kwon. He was a devoted cat
butler and “pyromaniac.” His family
thanks the Latir Volunteer Fire Department for their patience and equanimity.
A lady’s man to the end, he stopped
flirting only when he fell and broke his

hip. Before his fall, he took daily walks by
the El Rito Stupa with his beloved cats.
He marveled at the American Buddhist
community that built the stupa, and at his
own karma that put him there.
He is survived by an older sister,
younger brother, and younger sister, all
residing in South Korea; three ex-wives
(he married one woman twice), and
children and grandchildren. He will be
cremated in a private ceremony by Rivera
Funeral Home, and his ashes scattered
in Colorado next to the remains of
his daughter, Hae Jin Kwon, who predeceased him.
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Photo by Ernesto Cisneros

The hardest hit area was Red River. This tree was
uprooted at Young's Ranch in Upper Red River.

OBITUARIES
a tree in memory of Clarence LaCome as
a living tribute, please visit: https://tree.
tributestore.com/memorial-tree?oId=2344
5658&source=tn16

ROBERTA CAMPBELL

CLARENCE G. LACOME

Questa resident Roberta Campbell,
age 66, passed away unexpectedly on
November 25, 2021. She was preceded
in death by her parents, Dennis and
Betty Taylor.
Roberta loved to spend time outdoors;
fishing, camping, and working on her
gardening. She was a hands-on woman
who liked to take care of things on her
own. She worked at numerous restaurants
and bars in Red River, bartending and
waitressing.
She is survived by her son, Matthew
Sanchez (Ashley), and her grandchildren,
Matthew Jr, Jeffrey and Cataleya; and one
brother, Michael Taylor, along with other
relatives and friends.
Burial took place on Thursday December 16, 2021 at El Pueblito Cemetery. The
family of Roberta Campbell has entrusted
the care of their loved one to DeVargas
Funeral Home of Taos.

Questa resident Clarence G. LaCome,
age 72, passed away peacefully on December 14, 2021. He was preceded in death by
his parents, Johnny and Elvira LaCome;
brother Gerald LaCome; grandparents
Augustine and Marina LaCome; aunt Eloisa Cisneros, and uncle Elmer LaCome.
Clarence proudly served his country
in the US Army. He was a talented local
artist, who enjoyed the outdoors fishing
and skiing. Clarence adored his son and
grandchildren. He will be greatly missed.
He is survived by his son John LaCome
(Amy); grandchildren Brandon LaCome,
Danielle LaCome; siblings Marshall
LaCome (Mida), Paul LaCome (Mary),
Donald LaCome (Renee), Gerry LaCome
Ortega (Clyde), and many other loving
nieces, nephews, and cherished friends.
The family of Clarence G. LaCome has
entrusted the care of their loved one to
DeVargas Funeral Home of Taos. To plant

DAVID EDWARD MARTINEZ, JR.
David Edward Martinez, Jr., age 28, a
resident of Ranchos de Taos and Questa,
NM, went to meet with our heavenly
Father where he will soar with angels.
He was preceded in death by his
father David E. Martinez, Sr.; grandparents Eduardo Martinez and Bridgette
Martinez; great-grandparents Fidel and
Filomena Martinez; great-great-grandfather Eduardo Martinez; uncles John
(Shorty) Martinez, Eduardo (Lalito)
Martinez, Ernest and Steve “Wedo”
Martinez, and aunt Florence.
David was a Taos High School
graduate and was attending Central New
Mexico Community College in Albuquerque. He loved all of the outdoors;
camping, fishing and spending time

driving his truck in the mountains.
Sunsets are where he would find his
peace and comfort, but most of all his
passion was his family. He loved hanging
out with friends and riding his Harley
motorcycle. David will remain in our
hearts forever.
He is survived by his mother, Pamela
Anderson; grandparents George and
Terry Padilla; godparents Abe and Reena
Garcia; god-sisters Sarah Garcia and
Alysia Valencia (Daniel); sisters Crystal
Ann, Jenell and Shannon; uncles George
Padilla, Jr. (Wilma), James Padilla,
Gilbert, Nestor, Frank (Pancho), Ruben
Gaby Martinez (Maria); aunts Matilda,
Sarah, Jane, Patsy, Lillian, Diane, and
many more relatives and friends.
Funeral services were held Tuesday,
December 7, at Living Word Ministries
in Questa; burial followed at El Pueblito
Cemetery. The family of David Edward
Martinez, Jr. entrusted the care of their
loved one to DeVargas Funeral Home of
Taos. https://www.devargastaos.com/
obituary/DavidEdward-MartinezJr

This is OUR Community Paper
CALL OR E–MAIL US FOR RATES!
575–586–2258 or
DelRioColoradoADs@gmail.com
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health insurance for
under $10 a month!
As New Mexico’s state-based health insurance marketplace, we
make finding health insurance and signing up easy and affordable.
And our services are free! Call us or visit beWellnm.com to find an
enrollment counselor, agent or broker near you and get insured.
Because you just never know!

BE WELL NM.COM
1-833-to be weLL
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JANUARY MOVIE REVIEW
GREYHOUND
Greyhound is a surprisingly good
movie, and is definitely worth viewing.
Given its rather poor ratings among
both audiences and critics (ranking in
the bottom third of this year’s Oscar-nominated movies), and receiving
only a single technical nomination, for
best sound, my expectations weren’t
high. But it was written by Tom Hanks

(who stars in it as well), so I was a bit
confused as to why it didn’t score higher in popular and critical opinion.
To be sure, you can find fault with
this film. There is really just a single
character with any development at
all, and that is Tom Hanks’ character,
Captain Krause. Krause is a World War
II naval officer escorting 47 assorted
cargo ships across the Atlantic, on their
mission to bring valuable supplies from
the US to allied ports in Europe.
This is Captain Krause’s first mission. In the early scenes, we learn much
about the man, including that he has
left Evelyn (Elisabeth Shue), a woman
he loves very much, at home.
And that he is a very religious man,
who prays before bed and every meal.
His humility and confidence are made
all the more believable in Hanks’ portrayal—he is perhaps the actor with the
best reputation for integrity of anyone
in Hollywood! But Captain Krause is
ultimately the subject of this movie:
no other character is developed to any
degree at all.

Protect yourself and others from these scams.
Stay calm. Do not provide anyone with money
or personal information
Hang up. A real government employee will not
threaten you, demand immediate payment, or try to
gain your trust by sending you pictures or documents.
Report Social Security-related scams. If you receive
a suspicious call, text, or email that mentions Social
Security, ignore it and report it to the SSA Office of the
Inspector General (OIG).
Do not be embarrassed if you shared personal
information or suffered a financial loss.
Get up-to-date information. Follow SSA OIG on Twitter
@TheSSAOIG and Facebook @SSA Office of the Inspector
General for the latest information on Social Securityrelated scams.

ships as he zig-zags across the sea. It is
Krause’s decision-making, coupled with
incredible amounts of good luck, that
are elevated in Greyhound to become
the basis for an action-packed hour of
tension that will have you rooting for
the good guys with zeal, like old-fashioned war movies are supposed to do.
In the end, viewer reaction to this
movie will depend on how they define
a hero. Younger generations may tend
to see heroes in people from films like
The Avengers, whereas some of us older
folks define a hero in simpler terms.
Brian Tallerico (RogerEbert.com) wrote
that Greyhound “certainly feels like a
film tailor-made for dads of a certain
generation—people who don’t want
anything overly complicated or nuanced in their stories of heroism.”
Captain Krause is not Captain
America. He is more the modest,
humble, and efficient man that men like
Hanks, and myself, saw in our fathers.
So, yes, this is probably going to be
most appreciated by us Boomers. And
for us, it is a 4-star movie.

Questa Village Council Meeting
Dec. 28 Overview

SCAM ALERT!
If you receive a call, text, or email that...
Threatens to suspend your Social Security number
Warns of arrest or legal action
Demands or requests immediate payment
Pressures you for personal information
Threatens to seize your bank account
Promises to increase your Social Security benefit
...it is a scam. The Social Security Administration will
never threaten, scare, or pressure you to take any
immediate action.

As long as you know that going into
this movie, then your expectations will
be properly adjusted and met in overwhelming fashion. The movie details
one harrowing situation after another
as Krause battles a “wolfpack,” a group
of German U-Boats out to sink as
many of these supply boats as they can.
Krause’s ship, along with three other
allied warships, are the only protection
this merchant fleet has as they cross the
“Black Pit,” the area beyond the range
of supporting aircraft, in the middle of
the Atlantic. During this 50-hour period, the fleet has to rely purely on their
own resources.
Just 90 minutes long, this film brings
to life the intricacies of battle on the
high seas more effectively than any
other movie I can think of.
Ships don’t maneuver quickly on the
water, as land vehicles can. And so it is
all the more remarkable when, by deftly
making rudder and propeller changes,
Krause is able to steer his destroyer
between enemy torpedoes, or avoid collision with one of his own huge cargo

By DYLAN R.H. CRABB
The first item on the agenda for the
December 28 Questa Village Council
meeting was a new Questa welcome
sign. Questa Economic Development
Fund Director Lynn Skall presented
these topics:
1. Welcome to Questa Sign
2. Questa Business Park recruitment
		 Business Recruitment tool kit,
new business checklist.
3. Lodger's Tax Assesment/
Ordinance
		 Lodger's Tax Business Plan
4. Outdoor Recreation Development
		 Questa Recreational Business
Report, seeking recreational
development

Report Social Security scams here:
https://secure.ssa.gov/ipff/home
Report other fraud, waste and abuse here:
https://secure.ssa.gov/pfrf/home
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5. Water Rights Transfer Policy
Change/Agricultural Co-Op
		 Rael's Market, public meeting
presented by Chevron and
Berkshire Hathaway, available
land for possible co-op.
6. La Cienega Multi-Purpose
Building Project
		 A partnership between the
VoQ and Chevron
7. Business Center/Maker
Space/Co-Op Market;
Building Acquisition
		 Assess feasibility for a potential
shared community & business
space in Questa, possible land
acquisition.
The second item on the agenda was
approval of gas mileage reimbursement
for public officials.

The third item on the agenda on the
agenda was an update from Village Clerk
Renee Martinez and Attorney Samuel
DeFillippo regarding a business plan for
8K Cannabis, for the Questa Business
Park. The verdict is that the funding
source for the park, the U. Economic
Development Association, cannot support a cannabis business as it is a federal
agency and cannabis remains a federally
prohibited substance under the national
Controlled Substances Act.
The fourth item on the agenda was a
discussion on fundraising for a potential skate park for Questa youth.
Mayor Gallegos ended the
meeting to announce a Village employee luncheon at El Monte Carlo
restaurant to show appreciation for all
public employees. See related QEDF
story on page 4.

Sustain your Community by ADVERTISING HERE!

CALL OR E–MAIL US FOR RATES!

(575) 586-2258 or QuestaDelRioNewsAds@gmail.com

MORE NEWS, PHOTOS AND UPDATES ONLINE AT QUESTANEWS.COM!
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Happy New Year!
Hello

TAOS SKI VALLEY, NM

LET US FUEL
YOUR NEXT WINTER

ADVENTURE
NATURAL & ORGANIC GROCERIES
PREPARED FOODS
BEER, WINE, & SPIRITS

2022

2021

Thank you for a great 2021.
we wish everyone the very
best upcoming 2022 year!

GoodbYE

A
T
S
QUE

2420 St. Hwy 522 • Questa, NM 87556
575.586.0419

KitCarson.com

Thank you for your patience
during the recent storms.

Wishing all a Happy New Year
from our family to yours.
(575) 758-2258 • 118 Cruz Alta Road • Taos, NM 87571
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Alumbra de Questa 2021!
BY LYNN SKALL
It was a brisk morning that turned into a
perfect, sunny winter’s day on Saturday, December 11, for the outdoor 2021 Alumbra de
Questa Christmas Market. A dozen vendors sold
handmade hand-crafted products and gifts to a
steady stream of shoppers who strolled between
the booths from 10 am to 4 pm.
Held in Questa’s outdoor market site where
the summer Farmer’s Market takes place, the
Questa Economic Development Fund organized
the event and decorated the outdoor area with
greenery, wreaths, and holiday décor. Other
generous community sponsors included the
Village of Questa, the LOR Foundation, the
Taos Community Foundation, and Los Alamos
National Laboratory Foundation. Their support
helped to promote and advertise the event,
ensured the festivities included a full day visit
from Santa Claus (who handed out gifts to each
child); live music and holiday carols throughout
the event, and wood-burning fire pits as well as
mushroom heaters, to keep the crowd warm.
Vendors offered unique, high-quality gifts
of painted artwork, ceramics, hand-carved/
hand-tooled wooden furniture and fixtures,
handmade leather bags, belts, and accessories,
jewelry, Christmas wreaths and decorations, and
even homemade eco-friendly fabric Christmas
bags to use in lieu of disposable wrapping paper.
Evelyn’s Treats helped keep everyone fed and
in the holiday spirit with Christmas cookies,
cakes, and pies. Proprietor Wendy Medina and
her daughter Alex served local favorites: tamales, green chile, and Frito Pies. Valerie Rael from
Rael’s Store & Coffee Shop complemented the
holiday fare with peppermint-topped hot chocolate, hot cider, and coffee—perfect for taking
the chill off the day!
Alumbra kicked off the “Shop Questa”
holiday campaign to remind everyone to shop
local and make purchases from local merchants,
restaurants, and artisans to keep the holiday
spirit—and revenue—circulating.
The LOR Foundation helped launch “Shop
Questa” by providing free reusable shopping
bags to shoppers. These worked well to hold all
of their purchases; and they will serve to further
promote the “Shop Questa” Initiative throughout the year, as these bags become a common
sight in the Questa area!
Thanks to everyone who participated as
vendors or shoppers at the 2021 Alumbra de
Questa Market. Special appreciation is extended
to our sponsors for their support that made the
event possible. And the biggest thank you to
Dina Coleman, at QEDF, for planning, putting
on, and making this event a success!
More photos online @
QuestaNews.com

28 • January 2022 • Questa Del Rio News • QuestaNews.com

IN THE STARS

ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY

SKYDANCE ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY by Charlene R. Johnson
JANUARY 2022

JUPITER 2022
“Further up and further in!” —The Chronicles of Narnia
The planets shift from one sign to another at different rates, those closest to us shifting most often, while the
generational planets—called such because they shift so slowly that they affect whole generations rather than
affecting us on personal levels—can stay in one sign for years. Jupiter is the one planet that shifts signs on an
annual basis. In recent years, this has been happening literally at the end/beginning of our calendar year. One
could say it “stamps” the year with its influence.
Last year, Jupiter was in its own sign of Aquarius, strengthening their dual meanings of knowledge, expansion,
and all of humanity. There can be little doubt that all of humanity has been undergoing a global experience.
The availability of information of all kinds on the networks (whether or not you believe it) is an Aquarian influence.
Belief, as opposed to knowledge, is ruled by Pisces. On December 30, Jupiter shifted into Pisces, where it will
remain until December 2022. Jupiter in Pisces is a different feel from Aquarius. The lightness of being shifts to an
underground or underwater sensation. Where Jupiter in Aquarius can mean the expansion of consciousness,
now the expansion may be in the realm of the unconscious. Deep diving can enable the grand exploration of our
own inner depths.
The exploration of self is potentially one of the greatest means of changing the world, shifting our own world
views, and impacting all of humanity. Think of whales deep-diving, then soaring up out of the water with a great
explosion of air and joy; bringing up from below and into the light that which needs to be seen and experienced.
Everyone: New Moon on January 2 is a great time to conceive a New Year.
ARIES a Planet: Mercury C MARCH 20 – APRIL 19
Dynamic: You may experience networking complications.
Direction: It’s a good time to expand your understanding of
networking.
Soul Thought: “Tell a wise person or else keep silent, for those
who do not understand will mock it right away.”—Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe
TAURUS b Planet: Vulcan AP RIL 19 – MAY 20
Dynamic: Too many comments may sound like gibberish to you.
Direction: Decide when to expand your hearing and when to
focus it.
Soul Thought: What do you hear and what do you listen to?
GEMINI c Planet: Venus D MAY 20 – July 20
Dynamic: While others struggle, you have a beautiful
opportunity to get things going.
Direction: In business/career especially.
Soul Thought: Truth, Beauty, and Goodness brought down to
Earth.
CANCER d Planet: Neptune I July 20 – JULY 22
Dynamic: That confusing challenge will finally dissipate near the
end of the month.
Direction: Until then, use it to grow!
Soul Thought: Rocket launching is possible.
LEO e Planet: Sun A JULY 22 – AUG 22
Dynamic: You may shift from being all business to a visionary.
Direction: Why not both?
Soul Thought:“There is nothing in a caterpillar that tells you it’s
going to be a butterfly.”—Buckminster Fuller
VIRGO f Planet: Moon B AUG 22 – SEPT 22
Dynamic: You launch the New Year in the sign of Seeking.
Direction: Determine what you seek.
Soul Thought: Need some hints?

LIBRA g Planet: Uranus H SEPT 22 – OCT 22
Dynamic: You continue to be the source and the recipient of
some strong issues.
Direction: It means now is the time to get things going.
Soul Thought: It always goes both directions.
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Pest Control Supplies
DIY Save Money!
Featuring the BEST MOUSE TRAP EVER invented!

(575) 770-3297
2456 HW 522, Questa, NM 87556

ENVIRONMENTAL PEST CONTROL

SCORPIO h Planet: Mars E OCT 22 – NOV 21
Dynamic: This ongoing challenge is on a spiritual level, also.
Direction: Remember: Life is an Adventure!
Soul Thought: Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you’ll land
among the stars.”—Les Brown
SAGITTARIUS i Planet: Earth O NOV 21 – DEC 20
Dynamic: Most of the month is nice; later it might get a little
rocky.
Direction: You can float on the surface for a while.
Soul Thought: It’s a water world.
CAPRICORN j Planet: Saturn G DEC 20 – JAN 19
Dynamic: You continue to experience things on a global level.
Direction: Go with the flow.
Soul Thought: “The beat goes on.”—Sonny & Cher
AQUARIUS k Planet: Jupiter F JAN 19 – FEB 18
Dynamic: The shift in energy could be profound.
Direction: You could go from way up and out to way down
and in.
Soul Thought: Expansion is possible on every level.
PISCES l Planet: Pluto J FEB 18 – MAR 20
Dynamic: You continue to be apart from the fray.
Direction: You may be the only one watching the Sun come over
the horizon.
Soul Thought: The Man on the Horizon.

To discover your Rising Sign, or for more information, contact Charlene R. Johnson,
www.SkyDanceAstrology.com, or email: SkyDance@SkyDanceAstrology.com
Esoteric Astrology is focused on the rising sign more than the sun sign (we suggest you read both)
and provides clarity, direction and answers for those seeking a higher level of life.

Questa Lumber
& Hardware
would like to thank
all of our great
customers for an
amazing 2021
we look forward to
another amazing 2022.

QUESTA LUMBER & HARDWARE CO.
2349 State Road 522 • Questa NM • 575.586.0414

questalumber.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Testing occurs outside the facility and
walk-ins are welcome. All insurance
Part-time reporter (Spanish
is accepted—no charge for the
bilingual preferred) to cover local news. uninsured. COVID-19 vaccines also
Are you a retired reporter, a recent
available. Call (575) 586-0315 for
journalism graduate, or a local writer
who wants to expand your professional more information.
North Central New Mexico
reach? Let us hear from you! Contact
Food Pantry: Distribution days
the Questa Del Rio News news@
are the second and fourth Fridays of
questaedf.com or (575) 586-2149.
the month from 9 am – noon, 140
Computer instructor needed,
beginning to advanced. Call the Questa Embargo Rd. in Questa. For more
information call (575) 586-0486. If you
Public Library. (575) 586-2023.
need an emergency food box please
call: Jeannie Masters (586-0486 or
VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
779-9194) or Nancy Parker (586-2096
or 505 699-7563). To make a donation,
The North Central New Mexico
go to https://www.ncfpquesta.com/
Food Pantry in Questa is in dire
or mail to: North Central Food Pantry,
need of volunteers. “We are old
and getting tired!” Please call Jeannie PO Box 1076, Questa, NM 87556.
For more information, please email
Masters (586-0486 or 779-9194) or
wrmesquire2@gmail.com. The pantry
email wrmesquire2@gmail.com.
is in dire need of volunteers. Call
Your help is very much appreciated.
Jeannie at the number listed above.
NOTICES
Questa One-on-One Business
Thank you everyone who made
Counseling Drop-in Hour by the
contributions to The Questa Del Rio Small Business Development Center
News during our December
at UNM-Taos with Anwar Kaelin. FREE
Fun-Raiser! Your support helps keep
and CONFIDENTIAL, no appointment
our newspaper alive and free!
needed, on the third Thursday of
every month, January 20 from 2 – 3
The Questa Health Center is
pm. Business owners, independent
offering COVID-19 testing every
contractors, entrepreneurs in Questa
Wednesday from 8 to 11:30 am.

can drop in for one-on-one business
consulting and training in planning,
accessing capital, marketing,
regulatory compliance, technology
development, international trade, and
more. https://zoom.us/j/5757376219
Join by phone: +1 346 248 7799. For
appointments call (575) 737-6219.
JANUARY QUOTE Here’s a very handy
rule to follow for success in the new
year, the metaphysical “VACUUM
LAW.“ If you want to attract more and
different things to come into your
world, you have to make room for
them! Many Blessings and High Hopes
for the New Year, —Lisa Fox

WANTED
House-sitting wanted: Available
February 1. Years of experience in
property management and upkeep.
Excellent references. (917) 699-5272
Housing wanted: looking for a
cabin or RV to rent month to month,
off grid ok, 4x4 ok. I have well trained
dogs and children, 18 and 13. Single
mother with employment at Wild
Rivers Recreation area. Contact Wendy
iamwendygreen@protonmail.com

QuestaNews.com

BLUE BUS Seeking Public Comment by January 6
The North Central Regional Transit District may modify their routes in an effort to run more
efficiently. Reduction in service is planned on the 320 Questa route, due to low ridership,
and public comment is needed.
The 320 Questa route runs between the Town of Taos and Costilla.
The reduction of service considered is the Cerro to Costilla extension, down to one day per week.
The route currently provides service Monday through Friday.
A public hearing will be conducted at the January board meeting on January 7 at 9:00 am.
Public comment may be submitted to the record for consideration prior to the meeting.
The public is invited to attend the Board meeting virtually, or in person at the
Jim West Regional Transit Center, 1327 N. Riverside Dr., Española.
The public is encouraged to provide public comment on the change and will be asked to indicate
which day of the week would be most beneficial to them to retain service.
To provide comment to the record prior to the public hearing, or in lieu of attending,
please visit www.ncrtd.org/RouteMods or call toll-free (866) 206-0754 ext. 4.
Login information to be provided at the District website.
More information can be found at www.RidetheBlueBus.com,
or email morningstart@ncrtd.org, or call (505) 629-4704.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR • JANUARY 2022 • HAPPY NEW YEAR
ALL MONTH
Red River Ski Area is open for the season,
www.redriverskiarea.com.
Inner Reflections Art Show at Questa
Public Library open to the public through
March, 2022.
DECEMBER 31 6:00 pm
New Year’s Eve Mass, St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Questa
DECEMBER 31 6:00 pm – midnight
New Year’s Eve Praise Party. All ages and
children are welcome with a supervising adult.
Cool people, delicious food, games, music, and
a movie. Freedom Center Church, 2558 Hwy
522, Questa, NM 87556, freedomquesta.com,
(575) 770-1714.
JANUARY 1 NEW YEAR'S DAY
JANUARY 1 8:00 am
New Year's Day Mass, Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe Church, Cerro
JANUARY 1 10:00 am
New Year's Day Mass, Sacred Heart Church,
Costilla
JANUARY 1 6:00 – 8:30 pm
Bingo at Red River Community House, 116
E. Main St., Red River. Cash only: $20 for a
10-game packet. Doors will be closed at 6:30
pm; call to confirm, at (575) 754-2349.
JANUARY 4
Questa Independent Schools return from
winter break. More info: (575) 586-1604.
JANUARY 4 6:00 pm
Questa Independent Schools online board
meeting; call for the Zoom link and access
code to participate, (575) 586-0421.

JANUARY 6
The birthday of the Great State of New Mexico,
1912.
JANUARY 12 5:30 pm
Live cello music by Mark Dudrow,
accompanying Gaea’s Restorative Yoga class, at
Yoga Sala, http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/
JANUARY 14 9:00 am – noon
Food for All at North Central NM Food Pantry,
140 Embargo Rd. in Questa. (575) 586-1807
or (505) 238-1145;
www.questafoodpantry.org
JANUARY 9 after the 11 am service
Grand Opening celebration lunch, at Freedom
Center Church, 2558 Hwy 522, Questa, NM
87556, freedomquesta.com, (575) 770-1714.
JANUARY 11 6:00 pm
Village of Questa Town Council meeting
online; call the Village office for Zoom link at
(575) 586-0694.
JANUARY 17
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
JANUARY 18 10:30 – 11:45 am
Bookmobile at Roots & Wings Community
School in Lama (575) 376-2474 or laura.
gonzales@state.nm.us
JANUARY 18 1:15 – 2:15 pm
Bookmobile at Questa Post Office; (575) 3762474 or laura.gonzales@state.nm.us
JANUARY 18 6:00 pm
Questa Independent Schools online board
meeting; call for the Zoom link and access
code to participate, (575) 586-0421.
JANUARY 20 2:00 – 3:00 pm
Questa One-on-One Business Counseling
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Drop-in Hour by the Small Business
Development Center at UNM-Taos with Anwar
Kaelin. FREE and CONFIDENTIAL. https://
zoom.us/j/5757376219 Join by phone:
+1 346 248 7799. For appointments call
(575) 737-6219.
JANUARY 28 9:00 am – noon
Food for all at North Central NM Food Pantry,
140 Embargo Rd in Questa. (575) 586-1807 or
(505) 238-1145; www.questafoodpantry.org
JANUARY 21 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Questa Public Library’s Fun Friday: TWIRL
brings a STEAM event to Questa, free and open
to all area youth. Call Questa Public Library:
(575) 586-2023.
JANUARY 21 3:00 pm
Cerro VFW Post #9516, monthly meeting,
weather permitting. 108 NM Highway 378
in Cerro. Call (575) 586-1112;
litameadphoto@gmail.com.
JANUARY 22 10:00 am
Writers Group, free, online only, register at
Yoga Sala, http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/
JANUARY 22 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Vida Del Norte Retreat, all are welcome. For
more information contact maria.gonzalez@
vidadelnorte.com or (575) 779-2260
JANUARY 25 6:00 pm
Village of Questa Town Council meeting
online; call the Village office for Zoom link at
(575) 586-0694.
JANUARY 29 1:00-3:00 pm
Marketing Presentation of Chevron Properties
in Questa Area, by Chevron and Berkshire
Hathaway, at Rael's Coffee House, Coffee and
Snacks provided. Call (575) 758-1924 x 220

MONDAYS
4:30 pm
Free Community Yoga, Gentle Practice with
Rae, Yoga Sala,
http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/
7:00 pm
Kickboxing with Reto at Yoga Sala, register at
http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/.

TUESDAYS
9:00 am
Seated Moving Meditation with Ola, Yoga
Sala. http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/.
No class on Jan. 4.

WEDNESDAYS
8:00 – 11:30 am
Questa Health Center outdoor or drive-through
COVID testing. Walk-ins welcome.
All insurance types welcome and if no
insurance, free of charge. Vaccines also
available. Call (575) 586-0315.
9:00 am
Gentle Morning Yoga with Gaea, in-person
and online, Yoga Sala, http://www.
yogasalaquesta.org/
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Repurposing Plastic Project: Come smash
plastic and make wire walls! Meet the team,
work your body, lift your spirit, and help the
planet! at the old“Movies at Home”building
opposite Questa Market on Hwy 522.
Call (575) 770-8681 or 224-7386.

5:30 pm
Gentle Yoga, deep stretch, with Gaea, Yoga
Sala, http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/
7:00 pm
Kickboxing with Reto at Yoga Sala, register at
http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/
7:00 – 8:00 pm
Bible Studies Series, Freedom Center Church
2558 Hwy 522, Questa. Facilitated by Pastor
Johnny. All are welcome to join on Zoom or in
person. For link contact Pastor Kristi
(575) 770-1714.

THURSDAYS
5:30 pm
Yoga for strength, with Gaea, at Yoga Sala,
http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/
6:00 pm
Thursday Night Jam Session at Rael's Market
& Coffee House; bring your instrument to jam
or just bring yourself and enjoy. Free! 2430
NM-Hwy 522 in Questa (575) 779-9249.

FRIDAYS
9:00 am
Seated Moving Meditation with Ola,
Yoga Sala. http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/.
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Repurposing Plastic Project: Come smash
plastic and make wire walls! Meet the team,
work your body, lift your spirit, and help the
planet! at the old“Movies at Home”building
opposite Questa Market on Hwy 522.
Call (575) 770-8681 or 224-7386 for
more information.

10:00 am
Qigong with Martha, online only, Yoga Sala.
http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/.
3:00 pm
Kids Ballet (ages 3-8), with Miss Tuesday, at
Yoga Sala, http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/
5:00 pm
Qigong with Julian, in-person only, Yoga Sala.
http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/.
6:00 pm
New Thirst Group: a Christian Approach to
Recovery at Living Word Ministries,
14 Llano Rd., Questa. (575) 613-8010
6:00 – 8:00 pm
Live Music most weeks with Chris Arellano
and family and friends, 101 Bar & Grill
(formerly The Crazy Beaver), 101 County Rd
13.2, Garcia, CO 81152, (719) 672-9022.
Please call to confirm.

SATURDAYS
10:00 am
Tai Chi with Reto, Yoga Sala.
http://www.yogasalaquesta.org/.
7:00 pm
Torchlight Parade, every Saturday at dusk on
the face of the ski mountain in Red River.
DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING
FOR OUR CALENDAR?

Please send us your event and include
the date, time, place, and contact
information. Visit our online calendar at
https://questanews.com/events/
news@questaedf.com
or (575) 586-2149

BULLETIN BOARD

CHURCH
DIRECTORY
QUESTA
ST. ANTHONY DE PADUA CHURCH
Father Andrew Ifele (575) 586-0470
Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 7 am in Spanish,
11 am in English
MISSION CHURCHES OF ST. ANTHONY’S:
Costilla - Sagrado Corazon - Sunday 9 am
Cerro - Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe - 2nd & 4th
Saturdays 4 pm
Amalia - Santo Niño - 1st & 3rd Saturdays 4 pm
FREEDOM CENTER CHURCH
(previously Harvest Questa)
Pastors Kristi & Johnny Gonzales
2558 Hwy 522, Questa
Sunday Service 11 am – 12:30 pm
(575) 770-1714
Visit us online: freedomquesta.com
LIVING WORD MINISTRIES
Pastors Peter and Gayle Martinez
12 Llano Road
Service: Sunday 10:30 am
Nursery and Kids’ Church at 10:30 am
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.lwmsite.org
(575) 586-1587
PATH OF LOVE
Sunday 7:30 am class and meditation
Introductory Meditation Class Sunday 3 pm
(575) 586-1454, Hilece
THEOSOPHY
Sunday 10am Alice Bailey Theosophy Study Group
(575) 586-4641, Francis

QUESTA CHURCH OF CHRIST
2 miles north of Questa on State Road 522
Sunday Bible Class Sunday 9:30 am
followed by worship at 10:15 am
KAGYU MILA GURU SANGHA
Tibetan Buddhism
Tuesday, 11 am, Green Tara
Thursday, 3 pm, Chenrezig
www.earthjourney.org
(575) 586-1454, Hilece
KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
(575) 586-1947

AMALIA
SANTO NIÑO MISSION CHURCH
1st & 3rd Saturdays 4 pm
ABUNDANT LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Sunday Service 10:30 am
Potluck & Fellowship 3rd Sunday of the month
Highway 196, Amalia
Pastors: Lorenzo & Arleen Lucero
(575) 770-5716

RED RIVER
FAITH MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP
Corner of River Street and Copper King Trail
Sunday 10:30 am
First Baptist Church of Red River
103 High Cost Trail
Sundays 8:15 am and 10:30 am
Pastor Joe Phillips (575) 754-2882
ST. EDWIN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
North end of Silver Bell Trail
Saturday 6 pm (Confession prior to Mass or by appt.)
Father Andrew Ifele (575) 586-0470

Thank you so much!

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO PITCHED IN FOR OUR
DECEMBER FUN-RAISER. THE CHECKS ARE STILL ROLLING IN,
THIS COMMUNITY IS AMAZING!
(not listed in any order)
ALL ANONYMUS CASH DONATIONS, PAUL MOONEY,
KATHERINE BROWN, VIRSYLVIA FARM LLC, BOBBY
FOWLER , EMILY WILDE, JUSTIN FRIEDMAN,
ADELITA MEAD, ELLEN WOOD, SOUL RESTORATION
ART, JENNIFER PARIS,VICKI DUNCAN, FRANCES
ROLLASON, GRAHAM & CAROL KNIGHT,
MARJORIE COSGROVE, RICHARD GROSSMAN,
JEFF ENDICOTT, SUMMER WOOD, CERRO VISTA FARMS,
LOUISE HERRERA, KIRCHER & ASSOCIATES, INC.,
CATHY PHELPS , CAROLE ANN KAPLAN,
VANETTE HARRIS, CHENA M. MESLING, LEZLIE STROH,
JUAN ABEYTA & HILARY HEYL, ERNESTO J. CHAVEZ,
JUDY & RON RUTLEDGE, BUSY BEE MECHANICAL,
GORDON WESLEY, BENITA MONTOYA, REIDE WYATT,
JANIE CORINNE, BENITA MUÑIZ, LYNN SKALL,
MALAQUIAS RAEL, PATRICIA GALLEGOS,
GAYLE MARTINEZ, LIVING WORD MINISTRIES,
LOU MCCALL & PETER CRIDER

POSITIVE FEEDBACK
Born and raised in Cerro, I love to hear news of my home towns.
Now living in Belen, NM. God Bless You — Ernesto J. Chavez
We lived in Questa from 1970 to 1973. It appears that the village
has been through some good changes and we want to leaarn more!
—Richard and Gail, Thank you, Questa News
Thanks for all the hard work and a great publication. —Justin Friedman
Love your paper!! —Lita Meade
Thanks so much, Lou and team, for all that you do! This is such a special and
important resource in our community. —Virsylvia Farm & Market

AA MEETINGS
LOCAL AA MEETINGS
Sundays 10-11 am
Open Meeting
Questa Youth Center

“I AM A MIRACLE”
The central fact of our lives today is the
absolute certainty that our Creator has entered
into our hearts and lives in a way which is
indeed miraculous. He has commenced to
accomplish those things for us which we could
never do by ourselves.
—ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, p. 25
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Pottery, Jewelry, and Paintings.
Handcrafted Gifts.

Jay’s

Keep’n it Grill

2322 #9 S NM Hwy. 522
Questa, NM

Unique

See you at our Food Truck
at the stop light!

575.224.0182 | ArtQuesta.com

op
Thrift Sh

10% Off With This Ad

Questa, NM 87556
Catering Available
(575) 495-0762

12 NM-38, Questa, NM 87556

(575) 779-3723

Thank You!
for a great

2021

Questa Dental Center
2451 Highway 522

575-586-0259

(575) 586-0568 (505) 328-4052

We look forward to your
creative ideas for Questa
in 2022!
You can also contribute by making a year-end tax-deductible contribution.
Donate on the home page or become a member on the JOIN page at www.questacreative.org

JANUARY IN PERSON & ONLINE
SPECIAL EVENT:
GENTLE YOGA + LIVE CELLO JAN 12, 5:30 PM

•
•
•
•
•

KIDS BALLET FRIDAY
MOVING MEDITATION
YOGA · TAI CHI · QIGONG
KICKBOXING
WRITING GROUP
free / by donation / sliding scale

575.224.2102

Register: YogaSalaQuesta.org

UESTA LODGE
and RV Resort

2349
NM 199
HWY–522
P.O. Box
Questa, NM 87556
Phone: (575) 586-0414
Fax: (575) 586-1916

www.questalodge.com • (575) 586-9913

A Brand New
VisitQuesta.com

S H O P TA
QUES

Register your Questa Business or Service for FREE.

See how on page 7.

SALE PENDING
hydraulic hoses and small engine repair

You need it?
We rent it.

2420 St. Hwy 522
Questa, NM 87556
575-586-0419/0418

Own a piece of history!
Information call 575.779.1212

